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Full Garden Design Services Now Available
Professional and reliable service for all your gardening needs
Dry Stone Walling
Patios and Decking
Hedge Cutting and Lawn Mowing
Fencing
For your free no obligation quotation
Contact John on 07970 527283 /01793 771186

The

LY
. GEORGE

ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT

01793 852458

MALMESBURY HOSPITAL

01666 823165

Check for available
appointments

24 hour emergency service
delivered by OUR vets

P} JUSTHEATINGLTD

Your local Oil, Gas and Renewable Heating Specialists

We are proud to employ a fantastic team of Gas Safe
and OFTEC qualified engineers who are committed to
providing great service.

L Oil and Gas Boiler Installations ‘3
Servicing and Repairs 1
Oil tank replacements

ASHP design and installation
Hot water cylinders and radiator:
Free no obligation quotes -
Up to 12 years warranty

01249 309 309

B
info@justheatingltd.co.uk w G
www.justheatingltd.co.uk SH

RECCH
A

Your Local Heating and
Drainage Experts

-New Boiler Installations
-Central Heating Installation
-Boiler Servicing & Repairs
-General Plumbing

-Gas, LPG and Oil Qualified

il

www.centraheat.co.uk
01793 878 636

CentraHeat/S

Heating, Plumbing and Renewabie Energy

CentraDrains

Emergencies, Repoir and CCTV Surveying

-High Pressure Drain Jetting
-CCTV Drain Inspections

-Drain Repairs

-Drain Unblocking & Cleaning
-24/7 Emergency Drain Services

www.centradrains.co.uk
01793 878 636




Dear Friends,

I love the month of April - it seems as if
everything in nature is bursting with new life
and promise. Lambs skipping in the field by
the church path, daffodils blooming on the
verges, every day a little lighter..

A picture which of course must be tempered
with the reality of continuing hardship,
suffering and loss in our world, near and far.

This year Easter Day falls on 5 April - and for
me it represents both the suffering and the
joy experienced in life.

Jesus knew the meaning of pain, conflict and
cruelty, yet remains for Christians a beacon
of light and hope for the future.

Through his life and death he showed us a
new way of living in the world, with love for
God, each other and ourselves.

Upper
Thames
Churches

Overflowing with God'’s Love

By following him we accept the challenge of
striving for unity and love, so sorely needed
in our times, just as much as in his. At the
same time Easter Day allows us to rejoice in
his rising from death, and the new life he has
given us.

Wishing you all a very happy Easter!

Pauline Loveday

Lay Minister, Upper Thames Benefice
Ashton Keynes, Cricklade, Latton and the Leigh

Newsletter
Subscriptions

The annual subscription is
now due.

If you haven't paid yet, please pay
£10, by Bank Transfer if possible,
to this account:

Account name: Ashton Keynes
PCC

Sort Code: 40-17-25 Account no:
90116165

Reference: first part of your
address.

Or, put £10 (or a cheque to AKPCC) in an
envelope, marked with your name & address,
and take it to one of these addresses:

1 Fouracre Close

17 Park Place

Cocks House, Back Street

1 Gosditch

5 The Leaze

2 The Derry

14 Richmond Court

4 The Lotts

9 Ashfield

5 Rixon Gate

Three Willows, Gosditch

6 Milling Close

Mill House, Church Walk

10A High Road

Rick Yard, High Road (near River House
Old School House, 14 Fore Street
5 Malmesbury Rd, Leigh.

Thank you!!



B GIBSON

Carpenter & Joiner,
General Maintenance

01285 643212

TILLER GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
TIM MORRIS
(ity & Guilds Qualified

Mobile: 07818072273
Email: ~ tim.morris822@hotmail.com 5

. .
repairs [l servicing
. .
TYRES @ MOT

aTTERIES [l ALICNMENT

r@n garage@ellisonscoaches.co.uk
The Garage, High Road, Ashton Keynes, SN6 6NX

01285 861224
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| * Full seasonal garden maintenance
{ * Raised beds, wooden sleeper projects and gazebos
{ * Border renovations

* Garden planning and consultation

ABACS LIMITED

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Call 01666 860963

Personal service for individuals & business owners

With over 25 years experience in both practice and industry.

Call for a FREE confidential consultation
01666 860963

e: steve@abacs.co.uk

w: www.abacs.co.uk

La Pineda, Upper Minety, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9PR

WE ARE HAPPY

DOGS

Minety Based

Insured, Security Checked & Licensed
(LN/000021710)

Dog Walking, Pop in’s, Day Care & Boarding

Also offer feeding & help with animals from
hamsters to horses

www.wearehappydogs.com
soph@wearehappydogs.com
07730 895777




Editorial

At last, things are finally drying out. Lanes and  Those of us who enjoyed the ?’:*3_;:?

footpaths are passable again, lambs will soon recent quiz night at the Village o

be appearing in the fields, and the daffodils Hall would like to thank Sharon

remind us that spring does eventually arrive. McCafferty, Charlotte Gorman, Ken Shehan and
friends for organising such a successful evening

The village remains busy. There’s the Rural in aid of Parkinson’s Society. Final figures are

Cinema (p.9), Messy Church and the various still being confirmed, but it is expected to have

Easter services (p.22-25), litter picking (p.13), raised over £2,500 thanks to everyone’s

alongside all the usual clubs and groups — WI, generosity.

Probus, Flower Club, Cinema Club, Tennis and
Cricket Clubs, Cubs and Scouts, and more. And  For a glimpse of village life during the second
good news: the village pub has finally reopened world war, do see pages 30-31 with pictures

and has been doing a steady trade since then! kindly donated by Roger Poole.

One familiar event will be missing this year. Finally, please remember to renew your

The Holy Cross Church Fete and Dog Show, subscription to this newsletter. Payment
usually held in early summer, will not be taking couldn’t be easier (see page 3 for details), and
place. The fete will return in 2027, and we we need your support to be able to keep

hope bigger and better. printing.

Thanks Claire

Deadlines and Advertising

Editorial Team: Claire Sims 01285 869479

Sharon Gater 01285 860926 Advertising

Louise Mason 07737 638724
Advertising: Claire Sims 01285 869479 vyou'll need to purchase advertising
Distribution: Richard Vernon 01285 861692 space for Minety and AKL

newsletters separately from now
Please phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your on.
distributor.
. . _ AKL Advertising prices per
Deadline for articles is 16 of the month. issue

Please submit your copy for publication in the MAY Half page £15
newsletter to AKLnewsletter@gmail.com by 8pm on Quarter page £8
16 April or to Claire Sims, 18 Happy Land, Ashton Eighth page £5
Keynes.

Do talk to us if you'd like a full

When submitting articles to the newsletters please send page or an advertorial.

in the original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a
pdf), as we do have to reformat a lot to squeeze
everything in. It would also help if you used Verdana Please send the artwork and

font, size 11 with no underlining. any enquiries for paid adverts

If you wish your item to also appear in the Minety to AKLnewsad@gmall.com

Newsletter please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by

phone on 01666 860631 or email Deadline for advertising is
minetynewsletter@gmail.com 14 of the month
Thank you



STYLING 5

Hello!

We hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer
and managed to make the most of the gorgeous
sunshine,

As many of you know we underwent a change of
ownership back in July, and renamed the salon
STYLING 5

‘We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
our clients for their continued support and to welcome
the many new clients who have joined us.

From all the staff at Styling 5

POICO the joi of healthy hair

%,01285 869880
info@styling5.com
unit 5 The Laurels
Clarkes Hay.
South Cerney

GL7 5UA

COMPUTER
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIRS

Backup advice & instruction
Broadband installations & wireless security
PC too slow and in need of attention?
Buying a new PC and need to transfer your files?
Operating systems upgraded/reloaded
Troubleshooting and support at reasonable rates
Internet assistance and networks installed
PC repairs/upgrades, onsite or offsite work

SAME DAY SERVICE OFTEN AVAILABLE
For friendly, expert computer help, with
over 30 years’ IT and PC experience,
contact Graham Broughton
Ashton Keynes
Tel: 01285 861540

Mob: 07764 234959
Email: broughtongj@gmail.com
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Dear Customer,

IND PLUMBING & HEATING
HAS MOVED!

We can't wait to welcome you to
our new pr'e'mises.

We're well stocked with block &
tablet Salt and Water Filters. |

0 O

Happ oo

01666 503632 IJJ]'%
W

. INFO@INDPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK | WWW.IND

MBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK “




ASHTON KEYNES
COMMUNITY SHOP

The Village Hall Annexe, High Road, Ashton Keynes, Swindon, SN6 6NX
Telephone: 01285 861931, Email: info@ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk
You can find more information on our website ashtonkeynesshop.org.uk

Easter - 5 April
Are you ready for the Easter Bunny?

You will find
ra @ good

.- selection of
----- - Easter eggs

> forget your
Cadbury’s
Creme Eggs.

Easter opening hours
Unlike the supermarkets the
shop will be open for 3 hours
on Easter Sunday. So, if you
run out of gravy granules for
your roast, or ice cream to
go with the pudding then pop to the shop.

Shop Layout

. Steve and his team have been
.., busy having a change around
., to make space for lots of new
-y products and to keep you on
@ your toes!

Can't find the newspapers?
They have moved into the
corner under the eggs!

April Opening Times

Monday - Saturday:
7.30am - 7pm

Sunday:
9am - 3pm

If you can’t see what
you are looking for
please ask.

New in!

Wild Munch is a great
selection of tasty
snacks including nuts,
crackers and dried
fruit.

They are perfect for
your mid morning
coffee break or to pop
in your lunch box.

Lots to choose from so e,
tell Steve which is your E=&
favourite!

Flowers

Fresh flowers are in
the shop every Friday.
Everyone loves a
bunch of flowers or you
could just treat
yourself.

Please SUPPORT
your local shop

Easter Opening Times

Good Friday: 9am - 2pm
Easter Saturday: 7.30am - 7pm
Easter Sunday: 9am - 12noon
Easter Monday: 9am - 2pm




AIR2AIR LIMITED
Air Conditioning Services

We offer a first class installation and maintenance
service with competitive pricing.
Air conditioning is a great and cheap way to cool
and heat your home.
On Samsung and Toshiba Systems
we offer 7years warranty.

2.5kw -from £995*
3.5kw -from £1095*
S5kw -from £1295*
7kw  -from £1595*

*Price will differentiate depending on brand, pipe
length and extras.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quote

air2Za@icloud.com
07555 352693

& WELLBEING
AT THE BARN

Where your inner and outer beauty merge

Visit our websites for everything we have to offer
including beauty and holistic treatments,
workshops, retreat days, yoga, Pilates and
much more.

Join our vibrant, diverse wellbeing community.
We rent out treatment rooms and studio space.

A warm welcome awaits you.
Contact Rachel on:

0771 5043282

info@yourbeautysource.co.uk

The Barn, Blackthorn Centre,
Purton Road, Cricklade SN6 6HY

www.yourbeautysource.co.uk
www.wellbeingatthebarn.co.uk

Dedicated care for older people in a homely environment

Call today to arrange a visit
01285 654864

Watermoor Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1JR
www.watermoorhouse.org




Rural Cinema

In the Village Hall

‘Use it or lose it’
Doors and Bar 7pm - Film 7.30pm,
Entry £5 - pay at the door

Wednesday 1 April 2026 - The Penguin Lessons (12)

Starring Steve Coogan, Jonathan Pryce, Bruno Blas and many others

e In 1976, as Argentina descends into violence and chaos, a world-
weary English teacher regains his compassion for others thanks to

an unlikely friendship with a penguin in this moving comedy drama.

The Penguin Lessons is a heartwarming memoir by Tom Michell
about rescuing an oil-covered penguin named Juan Salvador from a
Uruguayan beach in the 1970s. While teaching in Argentina, Michell
adopts the bird, which becomes a beloved mascot at his boarding
school, transforming the lives of students and staff amidst political
unrest. (Google search)

1 A disillusioned Englishman who goes to work in a school in a divided
Argentina in 1976 finds his life transformed when he rescues an
orphaned penguin from the beach. (IMDB)

Wednesday 6 May 2026 - The Choral (12A)

Starring Ralph Fiennes, Robert Emms, Alun Armstong, Mark Addy, Amara Okereke and many
others; written by Alan Bennett
“THEY WERE DIVIDED IN WAR - HE REUNITED THEM IN SONG”

1916. As war rages on the Western Front, the Choral Society in
Ramsden, Yorkshire has lost most of its men to the army. The

. Choral’s ambitious committee, determined to press ahead, decides
- to recruit local young males to swell their ranks. They must also
 engage a new chorus master, and despite their suspicions that he
' has something to hide, their best bet seems to be Dr. Henry

' Guthrie (Ralph Fiennes) - driven, uncompromising, and recently

. returned from a career in Germany. As conscription papers start to
& A% arrive, the whole community discovers that the best response to the
\ chaos that is laying waste to their lives is to make music together.
o Moviola

A choral society’s male members enlist in World War I, leaving the demanding Dr. Guthrie to
recruit teenagers. Together, they experience the joy of singing while the young boys grapple
with their impending conscription into the army. IMDB



Complete Coaching

*Stress and Anxiety
*Relationships
«Confidence
*Career Coaching

Coaching is a confidential space for powerful thinking.
My clients tell me it is both refreshing and empowering.
This is an opportunity for you to gain clarity, perspective and
choice.

Sam Lister
07980 773 876 or samantha.lister@btinternet.com
www.sam-completecoaching.com

IBased in Minety, | am an experienced life coach dealing with:

BERRY’S ROOFING LTD

Blunsdon, Swindon
Specialist in Cotswold stone tiling
(3rd generation)

No job too small ~ Free estimates
Ring Gary on
07930 893195

Email info@berrysroofing.co.uk
www.berrysroofing.co.uk

M J GARDNER & CO LTD

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
High Road, Ashton Keynes

For all your plumbing and heating
requirements, including:

Central Heating Installations
Boiler Servicing and Breakdowns
Aga Servicing and Breakdowns
Bathroom Installations
Underfloor Heating

Local company established in 1990
GAS SAFE and OFTEC registered

telephone: 01285 861779
email: sgrdnr215@aol.com
website: www.mjgardner.co.uk

D

Domestic and Commercial Local Electrician

With 35 years' experience
All aspects of electrical contracting undertaken including:
EV Car chargers Storage batteries Office wiring
Rewires Inspection and test Heating controls
Smart Houses New builds
Contact Justin for a free quote:
bmelectrician@yahoo.co.uk 07901 564 932

Based in Ashton Keynes

~MARK BARTLETT

Local Painting, Decorating 7
and Handyman Service Ashton Keynes |

No job to small
Please call Mark for a quote o

07722 185723 |
barts7000@yahoo cor;r \

EIEZ T = L

—

Personal Training
Pilates — small group /

private studio
Small Group Classes

Bootcamp — 7pm Thurs
High Road Park

HIIT Training - wed 12pm
/ Friday 9am

Free Consultation
CONTACT:becbucklefitness@gmail.com
becbucklefitness.co.uk / 07852 948056
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Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Park Place, Ashton Keynes, Wiltshire, SN6 6NT
Booking The Village Hall

With modern kitchen facilities, a fresh décor, parking, alcohol
licence and our new updated toilets, we have everything you

How Do | Book? need for your event!

You can check availability of the hall in advance on our website:

www.akvh.org.uk: click on the “Availability” box at the top

To book you can either call or email:

e Call the booking line on 0844776 0001 - Please leave a message, and we will
call you back

* Email Rowena at bookings@akvh.org.uk with your requirements

How Much Does It Cost?

Check the “Downloads” section on our www.akvh.org.uk website for the latest
charges in the Scale of Charges Document. As at Sept 2025 charges are
summarised below per session, sessions run from Start-1330, 1330-1800, 1830-
Close.

Hourly rates or part-sessions are available where there is room in the schedule,
please enquire with Bookings for more details.

Discounted Rate (1) | Activities Rate (2) Functions Rate (3)

Main Hall £30 £60 £90

Whole Building Please Enquire

(1) The Discounted Rate applies to regular bookings by organisations for

classes for the benefit of parishioners; performance rehearsals and pre-teens
children's parties between Sunday morning and Friday afternoon.

(2) The Activities Rate applies to pre-teen children's parties on Friday evenings or
Saturday morning or Saturday afternoon sessions; school shows; meetings of non-
parish organisations; morning/afternoon activities, not covered by rate (1), to which
the public is admitted.

(3) The Functions Rate applies to all evening functions not covered by rates (1) and

(2).

Notice to Hirers - Oil Prices

With oil prices at a high, we would be grateful for hirers to be
mindful of the use of the heating and conservation of heat by
keeping doors closed where possible. If you have any feedback on
the temperature of the hall please do drop a line to
secretary@akvh.org.uk and we will adjust to suit!

11



FARNITURE

FURNITURE FOR SALE
COMMISSIONS WELCOME

Give me your tired and
much-loved furniture...

and | will transform it with
care, creativity and respect

More than 10 years’ experience

07717 535381 jo@relovedbyjo.co.uk www.relovedbyjo.co.uk

ACER TREE SURGEONS aa\s@%’;

ARBORICULTURAL ASSOCIATION APPROVED %\

ace r CONTRACTOR hoest

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are at the fore front of ArbOl’iCU ltU r’a[

the Arboricultural Industry, with a huge range ASSOCIATION

of skills and techniques, we are always able to trees.org.uk
deliver exceptional service to our clients.

tree surgeons

The team are all qualified, personable and willing to meet your tree related requirements.
With our expert knowledge, we will always be able to find solutions for your enquiries.

Services include:

° Tree Removals, Dismantles and Felling
Crown Reductions, Re-Shaping and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Management of Dangerous Trees
Stump Grinding and Removal
Free Quotations and Tree Health Check

Adam Roberts M. Arbor. A, FdSc Arb ND Arb Director
Tel: 01666 718078 / 07843 082634
Email: adamroberts@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

12




== Ashton Keynes Spring
Litter Pick and Scrub Bash

»\  Saturday 11 April 2026 11 am

-\ Meet at High Bridge layby, where the
- road out of the south of AK bends
an and goes over the River Thames.
== What3words ///hockey.strong.safari

Equipment provided including high vis tabards,
disposable gloves, litter pickers, bin bags,
7.\  loppers, shears, rakes and small hand saws.

Please wear sturdy clothes, footwear and

_n gardening gloves if you want to participate in
Ve scrub clearance.
Vi

If you would like to participate (either from
.\ |layby or other AK locations) or have any
»7 questions, please contact Karen Shaw on
07989 857435.

o L o L L L L

13
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srussell 112@yahoo.co.uk alm

DAVID GILL Shaun Russell BN

> Car light van motorcycle and scooter
Mi BUILDING collection/delivery/disposal service
b STONEWORK
LANDSCAPING 07968 400326
davidgill82@btinternet.com GROUNDWORKS ALWAYS WANTED
07795621919 <& Cars vans motorcycles scooters

absolutely any age any condition
Barn shed or garage clearance service available

KINCH FUEL OILS LTD himne

Hornbury Hill, Minety

01666 860564 // 860575 echanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping,

Suppliers of high-grade fuels for Pots, cowls & bird-guards,

industry and transport Repointing & stack repairs,
’nl"'—‘ Stoves, liners & fireplaces
.’Er Wood-burner installation
o HETAS registered
Authorised Distributor 01 793 771 782
PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade) Ian Nickels Plastering
Tel: 01793 759192 38 Years Experience

Mob: 07890 377517 All aspects of plastering and rendering

-~ Internal and external work
S www.pcdoctor—dan.co.uk Friendly, clean and reliable

Tiling, coving work undertaken

. . Insurance work _
Home and Business %
Computing Services 07790 273725 '
iannickels66@hotmail.com
20 years IT experience @ Intel Corporation Call lan for a free, no obligation quote

Ben Stevens Decorating Services
Mobile: 07584 126881 Home: 01285 656316

Email: benstevensO8@icloud.com

like us on Facebook, under Ben Stevens Decorating Services

14



Ashton Keynes Millennium Green AGM

Thursday 21 May 2026 at the Bradstone Pavilion at 7.30pm.

The Trustees of the Millennium Green warmly invite interested residents from the
Ashton Keynes area to our AGM.

The evening begins at 7.30 with a short walk around the Millennium Green to

familiarise ourselves with the area. The AGM starts at 8pm and generally lasts about
one hour. Wine will be served.

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline 07512 233200
Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme.

We're here to help anyone in the area who needs assistance that they are not able
to get from friends, relatives and neighbours.

Prescription collections, taking to hospital appointments or just having a chat -
we are here to help you.

AK LINK HELPLINE

15



KHAN ADAMSON

— CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT =—
Self Assessment, Income Tax, CGT, VAT, Accounts,
Bookkeeping, Payroll for Companies, Partnerships,
Sole Traders and Charities!
Experienced Accountants with over 30 yrs experience of dealing with HMRC.

Initial consultancy free (up to half hour)

Call us on 07769 823261 or 01793 752886
sk@khanadamson.com

Website: www.khanadamson.co.uk

Chelworth Ind. Estate, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6HE

Carter cowley
Funeral Directors

4 The Lotts, Ashton Keynes Do you find it difficult to get someone

07873 339012 01285 862371 to come and do a small job?
(day or night)

electrical

www.cowley-electrical.com

* Extra Lights * Additional Sockets * Rewires
Burials & Cremations * Smoke Alarms  * New Fuse Boards
* Landlord & Homebuyer Inspections

Serving the Community since 1860 Fault finding & Repairs

" R * Qualified Electrician * Six Year Guarantee
Cricklade School of Motoring * Fully Insured ~ * Reliable Service

KEITH WALKER * Free Quote * Tidy Work

*Reasonably Priced

Established 1977 (over 2,000 passes) Dept of Transport approved

Holder of MSA Diploma in Defensive Driving Satl Sfa ctl on G uara nteed
MIAM, MROSPA (Class 1 Gold) Member of DIA B 2 3 ssesssscsecor oo o ee cas e cmecs s oo
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction | will assure you ofa quick response and a

Holder of RoSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain

reasonably priced service

Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered
Learner, Advanced, Motorway and Refresher Courses c a | l N b= l l - Y our Lo ca l E l ec tl’i CI an
Cricklade and surrounding areas on

Tel: 01793 709883 | HEMMl  o1666 723042 2B

\
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AK Primary Schoo

Church of England VIC Primary School

ASHTON KEYNES f

SHINE BRIGHT * REACH FOR THE STARS

With the promise of spring the school has
been a hive of activity with new experiences
and new learning for all classes. Classes R
and 1 have been lucky enough to have some
tadpoles to observe in the classroom. We are
all hoping they successfully change into
froglets at which point they will be returned
to the wild. Fingers crossed!

On Friday 6 March we celebrated World Book
Day. It was a brilliant day with children
proudly dressing as their favourite character
from a huge variety of books. If you were out
and about in the village you may have caught
a glimpse of some of them. Seeing dinosaurs
and doughnuts walking into school alongside
the Lorax and Little Red Riding Hood just put
smiles on everyone’s faces. And Mr.
Hockaday still hasn’t found the evil peal!

Earlier in the week each child participated in
a dance workshop based on the new musical
‘Paddington’. They had the chance to learn a
choreographed dance which included using
maracas. They loved it and hopefully inspired

them to read Paddington stories that we all
know and love.

Friday 13 March was an opportunity to dress
down and bring a donation to raise money for
Prospect Hospice. This fundraising was on
behalf of a well-loved school family who
wanted to support the hospice. A cake sale
was also held after school which was really
successful. Thank you everyone for your
generous donations.

As is the tradition at AKPS, courtesy of the
fabulous FOAKS team, children had an
opportunity to buy Mother’s Day gifts. Thank
you to those who generously gave up their
time to source, organise and help children
choose the perfect gift for their Mum.

Before the Easter holidays the children are
looking forward to busting some shapes at
the school disco organised by our our FOAKS
team, and will also be supporting Red Nose
Day by purchasing noses and having a non-
uniform day.
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STEVE FLOYD PEST CONTROL

ERADICATION & PREVENTION

E: stevefloydpestcontrol @ gmail.com T: 01285 643750 Is your home heating
www.stevefloydpestcontrol.co.uk M: 07933 357373 OIL or LPG?

Our expert engineers can ensure your system is in
tip-top condition and working at maximum efficiency:

Fully qualified (25 years experience)
Fully Insured

Installation, servicing, maintenance and repairs

Oil boilers and tanks, LPG boilers and appliances
Experienced engineers, OFTEC and Gas Safe registered

L]
o
L]
o Friendly, professional and reliable service

Home maintenance & repair work. Small jobs, all skills. ...
New home or flat set-up after move - a speciality
Carpentry — Shelves/cupboards — Furniture repairs/restoration S N HEATIN & PI-U MBI NG LTD

Minor: Bricklaying — Plastering — Tiling — Flooring — Plumbing —Y
Pictures hung — Walll fittings installed — Kitchen appliances set up
Lighting set up — Painting & Decorating_— Most broken things fixed For all gas, oil or LPG heating service, upgrade or installation
Pressure Washing - Fencing — Guttering — Slab & Gravel Work

on (

Q 01793 753169 | 07711 938 094

Minety (01666) 861297 = rosaesinapimonacouk o A

Retired military — fit and reliable 00 ex 4

{9-/{1/%/ K/O G/ OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR HOME WITH A
SELECTION OF SERVICES INCLUDING:
HOML

e LIVE-IN CARE e HOUSEKEEPING &
CLEANING SERVICES
CALL OUR FRIENDLY e HOURLY CARE, HOME
TEAM HELP & COMPANIONSHIP e« HOME 'DETOX’

01285 339050 « PRIVATE CHEFS & MEAL  + MOTHER'S HELP

PREPARATION
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK
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AK Parish Council

Future Meetings

Future Parish Council meetings will be held
on the first Thursday of the month starting 7
May 2026. Meetings will be held at Bradstone
Pavilion and will start at 7.30pm.

Agenda and minutes are available on the
Parish Council website and noticeboard.

Spine Road Junction Road Condition
Road surface repair works planned for March
at the Spine Road junction were delayed. The
Parish Council has now been advised that
Wiltshire Council’s Major Maintenance Team
will complete repairs to both the east and
west sections, as well as the main B4696, at
the end of April.

In the meantime, a temporary patch repair
has been carried out to address the
immediate issue.

Parish Council Vacancies

Due to the resignations of Ken Wilson and
Louise Mason the Parish Council had two
vacancies. The Parish Council wish to thank
Ken and Louise for their time on the Council
and for all of the work carried out by Louise
in relation to the Playing Fields.

The vacancies have been advertised, and
Katy Grieves was co-opted at the March
meeting. The Parish Council is hoping to fill
the second vacancy in the near future. If you
are interested in becoming a Parish
Councillor, please contact the Clerk for
further information.

Annual Parish Meeting

An Annual Parish Meeting is a yearly
gathering of local electors to discuss parish
affairs. It must be held between 1 March and
1 June and is open to all registered voters in
the parish.

Due to a lack of interest and low attendance
in recent years, including only two members
of public attending in 2025, the Parish
Council does not intend to call an Annual
Parish meeting for 2026. The meeting may

be convened by the Chairman of the Parish
Council, any two Parish Councillors, or any
six local government electors for the parish.

Should you wish to hold an Annual Parish
Meeting please contact the Clerk for further
information.

Overflowing Bins

Residents and visitors are kindly asked not to
place rubbish or dog poo bags in or around
bins that are already full or overflowing.
Please either find another bin or take the
waste home with you.

If you notice that a public bin in the parish is
full or seems to have been missed from the
weekly collections, please contact Wiltshire
Council directly or report to the Clerk.

Thank you for helping to keep the parish
clean and tidy.

Planning:

Applications determined by Wiltshire
Council ‘No Objection’

Kent End Cottage: Horse Chestnut - Repollard
back to previous points, Remove the south
limb over the road; 8 Limes - Repollard at
previous point; Lawsons Cypress - Reduce
height similar to Limes after Repollarding.

1 Gleed Cottages: Whitebeam 25% crown
reduction. Sycamore 30% crown reduction.
23 The Mead: Maple - fell. Hornbeam - 30%
crown reduction.

Park House, Park Place: Thuja — reduce crown
by up to 25%.

9 Park Place: Cherry Plum - fell.

Kent End Cottage: Reduce 26 Sycamores and
5 Lawsons back to previous pruning points.

Fiona Ryder - clerk@akpc.org.uk - 07394
856232

The next Parish Council meeting will be
held on Thursday 9 April at 7.30pm in
Bradstone Pavilion.




COTSWOLD

HEATING AND PLUMBING

- Local » Reliable « Professional -

Specialists in oil-fired heating systems,

servicing, breakdowns and repairs.

BLISSFUL ©

v Oil boiler servicing & fault finding B T E
v Heating & plumbing repairs I . s BlissfulBitesBakery@mail.com
v’ Hot water issues solved | |’ ) o
v Honest advice & tidy workmanship ?’/ A Blissful Bites Bakary
Serving the local Cotswolds area with a friendly, ‘//f \51
personal service you can rely on. B A KE RY
Blissful.Bites.Bakery.ig
L 07466 149260
&4 cotswoldheatingandplumbing@gmail.com MOTHERS DAY OFFERS

Choose a range of baked goods from 4 or 6 items, personalised

Fully insured +« Prompt * Recommended locally into a special box for this day

www.cotswoldheatingandplumbing.com

£15 for 4 - £20 for 6

BEAVERS SHARE THE CARE

Are you or one of your loved ones needing that extra bit of support?
Do you feel the need to ‘share the care’ and some of the responsibilities?

Please call us now on 01793 430007 as we currently have spare hours in your area.

We can offer support with
GENERAL JOBS AROUND THE HOME
CLEANING / FULL SPRING CLEAN/
DOG WALKING
GARDENING
SHOPPING
Also, if you are just looking for some companionship and company our carers can offer.
Share a cup of tea.
Watch your favourite tv show.
Play a game or do a quiz.
Maybe a pamper afternoon.
We believe here at Beavers we are the 4" emergency service, and we are on hand whenever the need arises.

We offer 24/7 call service. DBS checked staff who are fully I

compliant. Whether you need 4 or 40 hours we await your call. Be av

The number is 01793 430007 we will answer any
questions you may have.
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MP South Cotswolds

Rooted in Place: Caring for the South Cotswolds

April brings a welcome sense of renewal across the South Cotswolds. Hedges are greening,
lambs are in the fields, and our villages feel busier again as the days lengthen. After the
grey of winter, it's a reminder of how fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful and
distinctive part of the country.

At the end of March, I attended two very different conferences — one national and one local
- both focused on the same theme: the importance of place.

The first was Anthropy, which explored how Britain’s future will be shaped not only from the
centre, but town by town and county by county. The message was clear: when local
communities are confident, well supported and proud of where they live, the whole country
benefits.

The second was the Cotswold Regenerative Agriculture Conference, where farmers and local
businesses shared practical ideas for strengthening food production while improving soil
health, biodiversity and long-term resilience. The spirit of collaboration felt very much in
keeping with our area.

Both gatherings reinforced something I hear repeatedly from residents: decisions about
land matter deeply.

Across the South Cotswolds, including Siddington, Lechlade, Fairford, Kempsford, Lea,
Cricklade and Crudwell, many residents have contacted me about large housing proposals
and their potential impacts on traffic, flood risk and sewerage capacity.

Recent national coverage has sharpened these concerns. Channel 4’s Dirty Business
highlighted ongoing sewage pollution issues, while a New Statesman investigation reported
thousands of illegal sewage discharges by Thames Water in recent years - raising serious
questions about infrastructure capacity as further development is proposed.

This is not nimbyism. Most people recognise that some new homes are needed, particularly
homes that local families can afford. But many residents understandably question whether
the current scale and pace of development is realistic for rural areas like ours.

Too often, housing targets appear first, with infrastructure expected to catch up later. With
careful planning, proper infrastructure and genuine community input, the South Cotswolds
can continue to thrive while protecting the landscapes we cherish.

Warm wishes, Roz

Roz Savage,

MP South Cotswolds
roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
01285 300555
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Church matters

Services for April 2026

Church

Service

Thurs 2 April The big room in the Vicarage, 6.30pm Iona communion - remembering
14 Bath Rd, Cricklade Jesus' last supper
Maundy Thurs
Friday 3 April St Sampson’s, Cricklade 2pm Final Hour service
Good Friday
Sunday 5 April St Sampson'’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion
10am Easter Communion
Easter Day 6.30pm Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Easter Celebration with Communion
and Egg Hunt
St John the Baptist, Latton 11.15am | Easter Communion
All Saints, Leigh 11.30am | Easter Communion and Egg Hunt
Sunday 12 April | St Sampson'’s, Cricklade Worship Together Holy Communion
for the Benefice and farewell to
Easter 2 Rev’d Sharon
Sunday 19 April | St Sampson'’s, Cricklade 8am Holy Communion followed by
breakfast
Easter 3 10am Informal Worship ‘around the table’
6.30pm Evensong
Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 10am Morning Worship
3.30pm Messy Church
6pm Evensong (contact David Tarr)
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Holy Communion
Sunday 26 April | St Sampson’s, Cricklade 10am Holy Communion
Easter 4 Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 8.30am Holy Communion BCP
St John the Baptist, Latton 10am Morning Worship

Church opening times for private prayer

St Sampson's, Cricklade: every day, 9.30am - 3.30pm

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes: Wednesday through to Sunday incl. 10am - 4pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday.




St Sampson's, Cricklade

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

St John the Baptist, Latton
—— Churches

Overflowing with God’s Love

All Saints, the Leigh

Holy Cross Churchyard

Dear Ashton Keynes — we have listened to people’s opinions about Holy Cross church yard,
following our aim last summer to encourage more wildlife. A humber of churchyard users
expressed the view that we didn’t have quite the right balance between making sure our
churchyard is a place where biodiversity is encouraged and ensuring that families feel their
loved ones’ graves or sites where ashes have been interred are cared about. So, this summer
Harry and John will mow and strim around the edges in most of the churchyard containing
the more modern graves.

We have identified and would like to allow three areas to be managed for wild flowers and
increased biodiversity, and photos of these areas are below.

Remembrance Glade (behind the war memorial) Fritillary Walk (near the wall)

i And Primrose Bank (near the road)

We will include notices in the churchyard to explain the areas and we hope that this will
achieve a more satisfactory balance than last year.

We are hugely grateful to both Harry Carter and John Gibson for their regular mowing and
strimming of what is a sacred space much loved by many in our village and beyond.

John Harvey, Alison Beadle and Rev’d Shirley on behalf of Holy Cross AK PCC.
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Church matters cont’d

From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of Churches

February 2026

Date & Church

Audrey Mary Marley 3 February, Kingsdown Crematorium

Keith Hoskins 5 February, St Sampson’s

Rudy (Loshin) Price 11 February, St Sampson’s and interment in
Cricklade cemetery

Jean Whitbread 19 February, St Sampson’s

Joan Edwards 20 February, Holy Cross Memorial service

Raymond William Gibbs 28 February, Holy Cross service & interment

WEDDINGS

Name Date & Church

Shelby Bevan & John Paul Varey 26 February, St Sampson’s

BAPTISMS

Name Date & Church

None
Contact details for the Upper Thames Benefice - Cricklade St Sampson'’s,
Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and the Leigh All Saints

Vicar: Revd Canon Debbie Dewes (email to vicar@upperthames.org.uk
Tel: 01793 752718 + answerphone)

Associate Vicar: Revd Shirley Danby (email to revdshirleyd@gmail.com
Tel: 07980 548844)

Parishes Administrator: Jane Eyles (email admin@upperthames.org.uk)
Website https://www.upperthames.org.uk/Tel: 01793 979304)

For weddings and baptisms please check out our website

https://www.upperthames.org.uk/what-we-offer/ or contact
Canon Debbie, Revd Shirley or Jane (Parish Administrator)
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St Sampson's, Cricklade

Upper

Thames Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

— Churches stJonn the Baptist, Latton
Overflowing with God's Love  ayf saints, the Leigh

last supper with an Iona Communion 6.30pm
at The Vicarage big room in Cricklade) and
Good Friday (remembering Jesus death as we
come together for the ‘last hour’ service 2-
3pm in St Sampson’s Cricklade).

Then on Easter Morning, we have our big
celebration for all ages, with communion and
an Easter egg hunt for younger ones, at 10
am in Holy Cross AK and 11.30am at Leigh
All Saints (Swan Lane). We hope you will
AK Messy Church 'Being Together, Sharing  join us and helps us sing “Jesus Christ is
Fun, Meeting Jesus’ Why not come along to risen today. Hallelujah! Our triumphant holy
our next messy time together on Sunday day. Hallelujah!”

April 19 at 3.30pm in Holy Cross Church.

With messy fun, fellowship, faith and food -

if you’re free come and join us. All ages are —
welcome. . G

FsRISEN

Celebrating the Easter season in our
churches

Thank you to all those who will be decorating
both Holy Cross church AK and Leigh All
Saints churches with flowers for Easter
Sunday. Do come and have a look and join
us as we celebrate the Easter season.

We have quieter and more reflective services
on Maundy Thursday (remembering Jesus’

Weekday Worship

Thursday morning prayers in St Sampson’s: 8.30am for coffee & catch up, prayers
from 8.45 and finish by 9.30am. Everyone is welcome.

Zoom Monday morning prayers - contact David Tarr

Contact Jane our Parishes’ Administrator for further details —
admin@upperthames.org.uk

Wrap Up Warm in Holy Cross

When you're coming to our services over the next few months, please wrap up in
something warm. Our boiler has failed and whilst we do have some heating, wearing
something warm will make the services more comfortable.
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The Telephone Gallery

Disco Balls, an exhibition by Class One
children, impressed many visitors, who
initially mistook the circles for spheres. The
disco balls were hung in the centre of the
Telephone Gallery, with a gold tinsel
backdrop and illuminated by twinkling fairy
lights at night.

The Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts each had a
week-long exhibition, starting with the
Beavers in mid-March.

Their exhibition featured colourful collaged
hearts and metal hearts they embossed with
me at one of their sessions. They all worked
really hard to make some intricate designs.

As well as the hearts, there was a Beaver
uniform on display and some of the badges,
together with information about how to join
this fun group. At the time of writing, I don’t
know what the next displays will be from the
different sections, but the final one is a
group one.

From 9 - 21 May, I plan to create a display
for A Million Acts of Hope, a UK-wide event
celebrating community, kindness, and
connection. Despite what the news or social
media suggest, the UK is not a divided nation
as millions in the UK regularly support each
other through everyday acts like helping
neighbours, picking up litter, or coaching a
football team. This event showcases the
positive impact people have on one another,
and the display will reflect the ways in which
individuals help each other in the community.

AK Village Choir - 30th
Anniversary

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 17
October 2026

Celebrate our amazing
achievement of performing and
entertaining you all for the past

30 years.

The choir will be revisiting songs and
music from over the years.
Joining us will be guest singers and
musicians.

Let’'s make it a night to remember
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Share Your Acts of Kindness

The display will highlight and celebrate the
positive actions of individuals, whether these
take place within the local community or
beyond. In order to showcase the wide
variety of ways people contribute, I would
love to hear from you about what you do or
have done over the past year.

Since mindreading isn’t one of my skills,
please let me know by sending an email to
thetelephonegallery@gmail.com. You are
invited to share a sentence or more
describing your act, for example: “I help
compile the monthly newsletter” or “I'm a
Beaver leader in Portishead.”

Photos would also be much appreciated—just
ensure you have permission from everyone
shown if you choose to submit images.
Alternatively, simple photos such as a
wheelie bin alongside the note "I take out my
neighbour’s bin for him” are perfectly fine. All
submissions will remain anonymous.

Forthcoming exhibitions

13 April - Gelli Plate Challenge - a series of
prints made in March by Kathryn Gray
following a series of prompts

9 May - A Million Acts of Hope

22 May - Ashton Keynes Preschool

26 June - Blooming Fantastic — Ashton
Keynes WI

Please do get in touch if you'd like to have an
exhibition in the Telephone Gallery or to use
it as a space to promote a forthcoming event
in a creative way. There’s good availability
from the end of July.

Kathryn Gray
thetelephonegallery@gmail.com

Instagram @thetelephonegallery
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com

—
(_ #MilionActsofHope )

A million
acts of

Every act matters.
Every act adds up.

Join the
hopefuls \'

A million
acts of

hope

An exhibition in the Telephone Gallery is
being planned to celebrate the acts of
kindness of individuals and groups in our
local community and beyond.

Share a sentence or more describing
your act(s) of kindness and send to
thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
before 5th May

e.g. | take my neighbour shopping every
week; We do a monthly litterpick along
our road.

Send photos too, but make sure you
have permission from everyone in the
photo.

All submissions will be anonymous.

Thank you!




CIRENC

We can try to mend toys, clothes, small
electricals, household items and bikes

 a R WPRCTY - B

13TH DEC, 10TH JAN 2026, 14TH FEB,
14TH MARCH, 11TH APRIL, 10AM -1:30PM

CIRENCESTER BAPTIST CHURCH,
CHESTERTON LANE, CIRENCESTER,
GL7 1YE

0752 667 6822 or facebook.com/cirenrepaircafe
for further information

the earth

see things differently
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Caring for our world

Benefiting People and the Planet

- Chatting with friends recently, I realised that a lot of people are not
certlfled yet familiar with the meaning of ‘B Corp certification’. B Corp is a

global movement creating an economic system that benefits people
and the planet. The B stands for Benefit.

B Corp is an integrated business certification that assesses and
verifies a company's high standards of social and environmental
performance, accountability and transparency. It uses tools, policies
and programs that shift the behavior, culture and structural
underpinnings of capitalism.

Corporation When companies certify as a B Corp, it signals to stakeholders
eeeeeesssssmmm | (Customers, employees and investors) that they are committed to
responsible business practices that benefit people and the planet,
not just shareholders.

The movement began 20 years ago in 2006 with the idea that a different kind of economy
was not only possible, but necessary — and that business could lead the way towards a new,
stakeholder-driven model.

B Corp positively impacts companies around the world, helping them balance profit with
purpose. Shifting our global economy away from a system that profits few, to one that
benefits all. From concentrated wealth and power, to equity for all. From extraction, to
generation and from prioritising individualism, to embracing interdependence.

Personally, I've found that looking on the back of things for the B Corp logo is an easy way to
check that I'm not buying a product that causes harm to people or the environment. You
might be pleasantly surprised how many products are actually Certified B Corp when you are
next in a supermarket!

Every day we live, we have an impact on the planet and even though we might feel our
efforts are but drops in the ocean, an ocean is made entirely of drops.

Gilly Riddington
We Are Nature
Source: www.bcorporation.net
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Memories of Ashton
Keynes during the War
Years

Roger Poole has shared wonderful wartime
memories and photographs from his father’s
(George) and his childhood in Ashton Keynes
as well as a 1943 copy of The Parish Church
letter. As a boy, Roger spent long, carefree
holidays with his grandparents at 9 The
Derry—and later lived there (1944-1945)
with his parents and brother to escape the
bombing in Surrey.

Life was simple and sometimes tough: no
electricity, no indoor plumbing, paraffin
lamps and candles for light, and a garden

shed with a bucket and newspaper for a
toilet. Yet Roger recalls it with affection.
Trips to Ellison’s garage (owned by Percy
back then) for paraffin and to recharge the
radio battery, collecting a capon from the
farm on the High Road, and taking an empty
bottle to the White Hart for a fill of rough
cider were all part of village life. Even the
cricket ground sat in a field off The Derry.

When his grandparents moved to The Mead,
Roger found new friends and new
adventures. His family ties remain strong
today—his grandparents rest in the
churchyard, and his father’s ashes lie with
them.

If you spot any familiar faces in the
photographs, we’d love to hear from you.

Ashton Keynes school 1920. George Poole, bottom row, left of board

George Poole, top row, 4t from right
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Ashton Keynes and Leigh Parish Church

Letter - June 1943
M 3 ' r ‘ : _
' ' ASHTOIr KEYNZS ANDH LRIGH P”RI,..

1 CHURCH LEITFR.

L3

JUNE 1943, #

. My dear Friends. It is impdssibléﬁf‘_‘:
your most kind Zaster offertory.
whose incomes since the war are

dao

to mecet those heavy demands made upt

than appreciated,Pleasc accept my

8incerely yours R.H.Wells,

MONTELY LawITRS. Ifrs.0ckwell has Kindly undertalken the delivery of “letts

AT A2 mdamd At halnaw]l adoad With

SOt i

This parish newsletter from June 1943 gives
a striking glimpse of our villages during the
Second World war years. Between updates
from North Africa, RAF postings, and the sad
news of men missing or captured, the
community pulled together with remarkable
spirit.

Village life carried on with weddings,
baptisms, Mothers’ Union meetings and plans
for the future. It's clear that even in the
hardest years, this village looked after its
own.

Here are some names that feature in the
newsetter which may be familiar to some of
you.

e Gunner William Telling was seriously
injured in a lorry accident but is
improving.

David Clarke (Army Ordnance Corps) is
now serving in the West Country.

Raymond Evans of the Royal Air Force
is reported to be doing well after taking
part in the North African campaign.

(2

Xpress in words my gratitude for

I pssure you that for many of the Qlergy
jercasing,with no hope of eny adjustment *
n us all the Hagter offertory is more
gincers- thanks ’:;‘,or your most generous A
gift,and for what is equally enccl_fz:?lgin{; - your goodwill, ;

thenks 1L2/- from subscribers in

A snippet from the June 1943 newsletter*

Bertram Ray has returned to England
after time in the Far East.

Geoffrey Thomas is serving with the RAF
in London; he had been active in the
church choir and youth club.

Ted Osborne is with the G.S.C. in North
Wales and Gordon Cobb has returned
from North Africa .

Gunner E. J. Hill has landed safely on a
distant shore and Alan Poole is reported
to be a prisoner of war.

Colonel J Milling, son of the late Vicar,
visited Ashton Keynes and did a bit of
fishing

Norman Park will be leaving to go into
the Navy and Dan Park, his brother, may
be going into the RAF. Leigh Church choir
will miss them.

Percy Edgar Ponting married Emma
Amelia Baverstock on 5 May.

* Do let us know via AKLnewsletter@gmail.com if
you'd like a digital copy of the whole of the
original newsletter.
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Health matters

Purton and Green Gable Surgery

For the patients in Purton, Cricklade
and surrounding communities

200 Club

New members to the 200 Club are always
very welcome. It costs just £15 a year, paid
by standing order. Every month, we award
two prizes—one of £100 and another of £15.

All proceeds go toward buying equipment for
the surgeries that the NHS does not supply.
Please enquire at reception if you wish to
join.

Our lucky winners for the March draw were:
e £100 won by ticket 55 Andrew Lawrence
e £15 won by ticket 85 Kylie Stent

Tabletop / Book donations

Please hand in any good quality books and
items for sale at the surgeries. Again, funds
raised through these donations provide all
the ‘extras’ needed; thank you for your
donations to both.

Health / Information: Talk about
Kidneys - how to look after yours!

We are delighted to invite you to our next
‘Health/Information talk’ at Purton Surgery
on Thursday 16 April at 7.30pm. Melanie
Philips and her team will be returning to lead
the evening. Melanie is the Sepsis, Acute
Kidney Injury Lead at the Great Western
Hospital and provided a very well received

and informative talk about Sepsis in October.

There will be 40 free tickets available. If you
would like to join the evening, please pick a
ticket up at the reception desks at either
surgery and add your name to the list when
you collect one. Please bring your ticket with
you on the night.
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We need you!

Following the retirement of several of our
committee members, and our thanks go to
them for their sterling contributions over the
years, the opportunity has arisen for new
members to.join the Purton Patient Group
(PPG). More information about the work of
the PPG will be given at the next Health Talk
in April and will also be available as a leaflet
from reception at the surgeries.

Anyone who is a registered patient at the
surgery in Purton or Cricklade Greengable
and who would like to make a positive
difference to the surgery is eligible to join, so
please do give it some thought. We really
would love to hear from you....

Thank you!

PURTON SURGERY

\ Patient Participation Group


mailto:bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

Ashton Keynes Branch Surgery

01793 750645

We are open on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 1pm at the Village Hall.

You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday, if it
is due to be issued. More urgent requests can
be processed and collected from Cricklade
Surgery.

Repeat Prescriptions

If you need a repeat prescription, you may
either request your medication by signing up
for online access and ordering through this
system. You can also post, or deliver your
repeat prescription request to the surgery at
least five working days before you intend to
collect your medication.

Please note our online ordering system links
directly with our clinical system, making it
simpler for you and easier for us. If you don't
have your log in details to access the new
system, please ask at reception. Please
ensure you have some form of identification
with you when you collect your details.

All dispensing patients can use the automated
system where patients can pick up their
prescription and re-order medication for the
following month at the same time, which
reduces the number of visits to the surgery
and ensures medication is ready for collection
at the appropriate time.

Repeat prescriptions where possible should
not be ordered over the telephone.

If you would like to order your prescriptions
via email, please use the following address -
bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

If you would like to speak to a member of the
Dispensary, please call 01793 750645 and
select Option 1.
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www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

Online Registrations

Our surgery can now offer online registration
for new patients wishing to register. They can
either visit our website and click on new
patients’ tab or use the address below to
start the registration process.

https:/ /gp-registration.nhs.uk/383609

Carers and Young Carers

Do you look after someone who is ill, frail,
disabled or mentally ill? If so, you are a
Carer. We are interested in identifying
Carers, especially those people who may be
caring without help or support. Do you know
anyone, or are you, under the age of 18
caring for any of the above? We support
Young Carers. Please contact Reception to
register as a Young Carer.

Cancellation of Appointments

Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable increase in cancelled
appointments at short notice. Please make
every effort to attend all appointments as we
are unable to offer those to other patients. If
you do need to cancel an appointment,
please give 24 hours’ notice.

Patient Participation Group

As a surgery we appreciate any feedback,
and we ask for this in so many ways. One
way is in form of a group! If you were to be a
part of this, you would receive this newsletter
along with a small questionnaire a couple of
times a year. We would like to hear from our
patients in and around Cricklade!

Please call Reception to sign up today!

We would like to hear from our patients in
and around Cricklade.

| Cricklade Surgery ‘

Tel: 01793 750645



mailto:bswicb.cricklade@nhs.net

Club news

Ashton Keynes
Women’s Institute

‘

7 March’s meeting was a
thoroughly enjoyable
and engaging evening

pw ) with Jackie Mitchell from

" 2 the House of Colour.
Jackie delivered an

~\ insightful and interactive

talk on the importance
of colours and how
certain colours suit
some people and not
others, telling us about the process of
discovering which shades complement our
individual skin tones and personalities.
The session was lively, with plenty of
laughter and friendly discussion, and
many members left feeling inspired to try
out new looks and update their wardrobes
with fresh ideas. Overall, it was a
wonderful opportunity to learn something
new while enjoying the sociable
atmosphere for which our group is known.

Members also voted for the charity to
support from April onwards and the Kelly
Foundation received the most votes. The
Kelly Foundation is a Swindon-based
grassroots charity that is a one-stop hub
for those facing short or long-term mental
health challenges. Through their
community café and 4Kelly Social Clubs,
they create opportunities for friendship,
activities, and community-reducing
isolation and loneliness.

Join Us

We meet every second Wednesday at
7:30 pm in the Ashton Keynes Village
Hall. After the planned activities, there's
time to enjoy refreshments and then catch
up on WI news. Women 18 and over can
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come along for two free taster sessions.
With almost 50 members and over a
century of history, Ashton Keynes WI
keeps growing and staying active in the
community.

As well as our monthly meetings, we have
a book club, a regular pub night, and have
plans to go SUP/kayaking in the warmer
weather. A trip to the SS Great Britain in
Bristol is planned for Saturday 9 May.
Look out for more information about that
as there may well be a few spare seats on
the coach for non-members.

Here's what's coming up in the next
few months...

8 April - The Life of an Auctioneer - local
auctioneer Gordon Brockman from RWB
Auctions gives the lowdown of being an
auctioneer and also gives everyone the
opportunity to see if they can spot some
fake objects.

13 May - AGM and a demonstration of
how to wear a sari and a talk about Indian
traditions with Nasim Desai

10 June - Summer Art and Craft Evening

8 July - Summer garden party - Enjoy
some Bollywood dancing with The Sahara
Sisters

Contact
ashtonkeynessec@wiltshire.org.uk for
more information.

Facebook:
www.facebook/AshtonKeynesWI
Instagram: @ashtonkeyneswil920



Basic Life Support and Other First Aid Training

Ashton Keynes WI, together with the Village Hall, hosted

two mornings dedicated to basic life support and first aid " .
for the community. The training sessions were led by Gary | l'hEWI Wiltshire
Owen from Inspire First Training, whose enthusiastic and

fun approach made the experience both enjoyable and
memorable for all attending.

Participants practised CPR using state-of-the-art manikins that featured lights to confirm
correct technique, used special shock-absorbing vests for choking scenarios, and used
rather gruesome practice arms to learn bandaging techniques. This hands-on, interactive
training was greatly valued and well received, leaving everyone feeling more confident in
their first aid abilities. Many thanks to Kathryn Gray for organising this invaluable
training!
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North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club

Hi there again, I'm from North Wiltshire Flower Club and I'm here to tell you that we
have, for our session on 15 April, our spring workshop of a floral basket with two
designs on offer. We did this last year and it was very enjoyable.

i i —

Looking ahead, it's worth noting we have an outing to David Austen Roses, Shropshire
on 1 July. There is much to see as well as rose sales. There is a lovely garden and café.
The roses should be at their peak and will definitely tempt our senses as well as our
purses!

We meet at Crudwell Village Hall SN16 9 HS at 7 for 7.30pm. There is plenty of parking
with free coffee and cake at the end of the session. And of course your first visit is free.
For more information on any event please email nwvflowerclub@gmail .com or call
07866887851.

www.facebook.com/northwiltshirevillagesflowerclub
Cathy Carroll - 07703 299277

The Outreach Post Office
Every Tuesday and Thursday, Ashton Keynes Village Hall

Tuesday morning: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Thursday afternoon: 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Link Helpline, if you'd like a lift.

Teas, coffees and cakes served on Tuesdays by the WI: 10am - 12noon
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Club news continued

Cricklade and District Probus Club

We are looking forward to our forthcoming group meetings when the
following talk will take place:

2 April - ‘The Mossad’

16 April - ‘'Swindon’s Other Railway - a history of the Midland
South Western Junction Railway’

Meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday, meeting at 10am for a 10.20
start at the White Hart Hotel in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping
our minds active and socialising over a drink in the bar after the meetings. We are
actively seeking to expand our numbers and look forward to welcoming nhew members
(ladies or gents) to the Club.

For further information about our club please contact the Honorary Secretary, Martin
Chambers on 01793 751223. If you contact Martin and advise you would like to
attend, which is free for the first few visits, you will be allocated a dedicated host who
will introduce you to our members. For further information visit our new website at
https://probus.org.uk/cricklade/

Craft Club

""""" Craft Club meets once a month on Wednesday or Friday
afternoons. Newcomers are always welcome, and the first session
‘ is free. Members bring their own projects, but I also provide an
ww % / activity that anyone is welcome to try at no extra charge.

If it’s your first time at Craft Club, it's free and thereafter is £4 or
£5 with a £1 donation to the local food bank. Tea and coffee are
always provided and there’s cake sometimes too. We have raised
just under £80 for the local food bank to date.

ﬁ
@ “ .u-
In February, we used wood

printing blocks to print notebook covers and then cut
paper to create a sewn notebook. Everyone made lovely
notebooks and it was great to be joined by two delightful
primary school aged children who came with their
grandmother and charmed us all with their design skills.

The next Craft Club is on Friday 24 April from 2pm to 4pm
in the Village Hall. If you'd like to come along, pop in on
the day or email me kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk for
more information or drop a note round to 16 Gosditch.

Kathryn Gray

37




Adventure 2026 is in full swing.

with their new activities, as you can see in the sectional

Scouts r\gn Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are having great fun
O

1st Ashton Keynes

reports. Don’t let your child miss out on all the fun and
excitement of our village Scout Group. Contact our
Group Scout Leader (GSL) now to sign your child up.

GSL@1AK.uk or phone on 01285 861425

If you are 6 to 8 years old our Beaver colony meets on Tuesdays at 5.30pm
If you are 8 to 102 years old our Cub Pack meets on Thursdays at 6pm
If you are 1072 to 14 years old our Scout Troop meets on Fridays at 6.45pm

Boys or Girls just come and join us in the School Hall Our Group has vacancies in all
sections just come along and try our Scouting activities!

Group Update

The group has been on show during March in
the Telephone Box showing what we are
doing and the way forward. Our theme will
always be Adventure 2026 and celebrating
100 years of Cub Scouts.

We are planning how we will meet our Risk
assessment requirements as set out in the
Swindon North District new Policy.

The Leadership teams are working well have
all have been planning for the new year of
action filled programmes.

Thanks to the Millennium Green Committee,
the Cubs, Scouts and Beavers spent a
Sunday morning assisting planting trees in
the Millennium Green, which was enjoyed by
all.

All sections have restarted and are open for
new members with places available in
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. However, you'll
have to hurry if you want your child to join
the Cubs activities as there are only a few
places left in this section. We also have
vacancies in our Group Administration as
Trustees or Volunteers who look after or help
in the Sections. If you're wanting to help

young people, this may just the opportunity
you are looking for.

For details of how to join contact David
Tarr on GSL@1AK.uk or phone on
01285861425

Section Reports

Beavers

Our Beaver colony have had a busy few
weeks learning, playing and having loads of
fun! As the evenings have become a little
lighter, we managed to head outside to
search for signs of spring, exploring the
sights and sounds around the school
grounds. We had a brilliant session working
towards our emergency aid badge, learning
all about the steps to take in an emergency
and how to use bandages efficiently. We've
also been working towards our health and
fitness badge too: we thought about how we
can live healthy lives, discussed how the
heart works and took part in some circuit
training, comparing our heart rate before and
after. Our artwork we created, with the help
of Kathryn Gray and inspired by Valentine’s
Day and community, is also currently on
display in the village phone box.



Club news continued

Beavers doing circuit training as part of their Health and Fitness Badge

Cubs

A number of the Cubs have attained the
Collectors Activity Badge this winter by
answering questions when showing off their
special interests in collecting various types of
objects: we've had everything from football
cards, to fidget spinners, to rocks.

Our Cub Group rounded off March with a visit
from the former leader who instructed in the
art of decorating Eggs for Easter in the
custom of Poland, her native country. The
decorated eggs looked wonderful.

Scouts

Our Scouts have had an enjoyable March but
are really looking forward to the lighter
evenings. We have been working on the
Survival Skills Badge which has involved
building shelters, creating survival kits and
the importance of basic emergency aid and
hygiene.

Additionally, we have been working on the
Media and Marketing Badge which has
involved a wide range of art, writing,
speaking and graphic design skills. One
example of which was the week we displayed
our creations in The Telephone Gallery in
Ashton Keynes.

Volunteers Needed - Help Our Village Scouts Thrive!

Our Scout Group urgently needs volunteers to join the Trustees Board — especially a
Chairman, Administrator and Secretary.

We meet just 4-5 times a year, helping guide the group and support our section leaders.
Without your help, we cannot continue to grow — or introduce exciting new sections like
Squirrel Dray (ages 4-6).

This is your village Scout Group. With your support, we can keep Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
thriving for our children.

No experience needed and age is no barrier — just enthusiasm and a passion for supporting
young people. Full training and support provided.

Step forward today — we need you!

Contact David Tarr BEM (Group Scout Leader), GSL@1AK.uk, 01285 861425




Ashton Keynes Cricket Club reflect on a
strong 2025 and look ahead to 2026

As Ashton Keynes Cricket Club prepares for the 2026 season, there is plenty to reflect on

from a highly successful and enjoyable 2025 campaign. It was a year that brought strong

performances on the field, a thriving club atmosphere off it, and real reasons for optimism
about the future.

There were several standout individual achievements during the season. Jack Thomas
finished the year with 20 wickets, Greg Buckle scored an outstanding 627 runs, and Mikey
Abbley became the club’s all-time leading run-scorer, surpassing Ian Donaldson’s long-
standing record.

There were also some memorable moments along the way, including Greg Todd striking the
winning runs in a tense last-over finish, Greg Buckle outscoring the whole opposition away at
Painswick, and Will Shelley’s outstanding bowling display in skittling Stroud. The season also
featured several crushing victories and as many nailbiting affairs, including a famous win
over the previously unbeaten and table-topping Barnsley Beeches, one of the club’s most
notable results in recent years.

Off the field, the club also continued to make important progress. The junior section grew
strongly under the leadership of Rob Harris, with record attendance and several young
players already making appearances in senior cricket. The club’s social side also remained a
big part of its success, with a strong sense of community throughout the season be that on
the pitch, on the WhatsApp group chats, or
in the pub after the game.

Special thanks go to Steve and Janet
Smith, whose fundraising paella and curry
nights raised money for both the club and
charity. Their efforts, along with the
support of players, families and
supporters, helped make 2025 such a
positive year for Ashton Keynes Cricket
Club.

With a growing junior section and plenty of
enthusiasm around the club, there is every
reason to look ahead to 2026 with
confidence.

Should you or a junior be interested in
joining the club, please do get in
contact with us via the club's social
media channels.
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Cricklade Camera Club

Are you interested in photography, or do you just
want to take better photographs?

If so, why not come along to Cricklade Camera
Club. Visitors and new members will receive a
warm welcome - you don't even need a camera.
Everyone is welcome. Come and try us out,
your first evening is FREE. We meet in person
on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm in
the Cricklade Town Hall Annexe and there is a range of talks, workshops and Zoom
presentations throughout the year. To see all our activities take a look at the
programme page of our website https://crickladecameraclub.org/program/

On Tuesday 7 April, 7:30pm in Cricklade Town Hall Anhnexe, we have a
presentation from visiting speaker Alexs Gjika entitled ‘In search of Je ne sais quoi’.
Alexs says “It's my belief that behind every successful image there is something special,
something interesting, something is sometimes obvious, but often we cannot quite put
our finger on it! This is what they call in France ‘je ne sais quoi’ and this is what I am in
search ofl”

On Tuesday 21 April, 7:30pm we're hosting a Zoom meeting by Kevin Pigney entitled
‘Passion for scapes’. This is a presentation where Kevin not only shows lots of his
favourite land and sea scape images but also goes into details on in-camera techniques
as to how they were achieved, including using filters, bracketing exposures and long
exposure techniques.

For more information contact: clubsecretary@crickladecameraclub.org

T e e
' Team tennis for Ashton Keynes Tennis Club
! The Ashton Keynes Tennis Club has four tennis teams playing in the 2026 Swindon summer |

| league. We have two men’s teams (play Mondays), one ladies (play Tuesdays) and one

i mixed team (play Thursdays).

Is there anyone interested in playing team tennis this summer? The season starts after i
" Easter. Home matches start at 6.15pm and away matches sometimes leave the village as |
| early as 5.30pm.

I
- If you can play tennis and would like to play for the village then we would love to hear from |
| you. You will not need to play every match!

| Ladies - pmblackburn@yahoo.co.uk

| Mens - dominic.ventham@gmail.com

i Mixed - jayne@jhconsultants.org or pjprior@btinternet.com

i Come and join us. Hazel Blackburn
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Local numbers

Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211

For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance

AK Link Helpline 07512 233200

AK Website Steering Group via village website
Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466
Anglers Ryan Peare
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk
Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick
geoffchickOO@aol.com

Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461
Ashton Keynes Cricket Club
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub
Ashton Keynes Musical Festival

Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School

01285 861436

Ashton Keynes Village Choir Howard Foster,
07502307490, www.akvillagechoir.co.uk,

ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club

Diana Wain dw24813@gmail.com

Baby and Toddler Group Jemma Craven
jemmalcraven@gmail.com

Badminton Club Karen Carter

01285 862371 akbc@live.co.uk

Big Brunch Band jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk

Bradstone Pavilion Bookings bookings@akpc.org.uk

Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444

Craft Club Kathryn Gray 01285 869341,
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk

Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401

Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Football Junior Dave Affleck 07989 547898

Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411

Holy Cross Church Canon Debbie 01793 752718
Revd Shirley 07980 548844 Admin 01793 979304,
admin@upperthames.org.uk

Holy Cross Flowers

Jiu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter,
Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986
TimothyGBird@aol.com

Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Millennium Green Trustees Ashley Seymour
ashleyseymour@aol.com 07759 552677

Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368
tim@lagondahire.co.uk

Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.
uk

Orchestra www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
ParishCouncil (AK) Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.

Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas

01285 860488

Parochial Church Council Andrew Sims (Sec)
07500 884188

Pre-school 01285 869433,
www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,
communications@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
secretary@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
fundraising@ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk
Reading Group c.conlon@icloud.com

Rural Cinema Dave Sheppard dave@akvh.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls ddsak78@gmail.com

Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk

Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price

01793 752852, tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
www.cotswoldwu.co.uk

The Telephone Gallery, Kathryn Gray, 01285
869341, thetelephonegallery@gmail.com
www.thetelephonegallery.blogspot.com

Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
The Magnificent AKs Stuart Harris
stuart.harris1965@gmail.com

Twinning Association
ashtonkeynestwinning@gmail.com

Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
01793 250211

Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
861670, info@whitefriars.org

Women'’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com

Women'’s Institute Sheila Ward 07920179287
Ashtonkeynessec@wiltshirewi.org.uk

& Sarah Owenson 07811267888
sarah.owenson@googlemail.com
www.facebook.com/AshtonKeynesWI

Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk
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WWW.SAMSONSWEEP.COM

Chimney Sweeping Services including:

Manual Sweeping / End of Tenancy Sweeps / Stove Rope Replacement
Rotary Sweeping / Chimney Cowl Fitting / Birds Nest Removal
CCTV Inspections / Log Burner and Multifuel Stove Servicing
Smoke Checks / Fire Brick and Stove Glass Replacement

Fully insured, Sweep Certificates issued

Book Now: 07867582878 /‘Kﬁ”ﬁ"ff‘@ﬁ

CHIMNEY
M NSWEEPS

G DAVIES EXTERNAL Bespoke Joinery of Fitted
and Freestanding Furniture
CLEANING

AN
K E

Drone viewpoint assessments
Gutter unblocking & cleaning

Roof clean & moss removal
Walls, patios, driveways & conservatories 07515903476
Fully insured

www.ben-vivian.co.uk

Call or Message: 07842 977337
Email: cleaning@alpens.co.uk Wardrobes - Underneath Stairs

Business owned & operated by Gwilym Davies only Alcov@s - Tobles - Benches
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AHARDVARK
INSTALLATIONS

Digital TV systems
CCTV

WiFi & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance

i
Nestled away in a quiet and
idyllic villagelocation

Fully insured & registered,
- Medical Aesthetics,

{

Beauty Enhancement,
Treatments and Massa
e Medi-facials, Waxing & Na
e Skin tag, Pigmentation

& Blemish Removah
e Skin-boosting, Anti=w

& Vitamin B12 Injecti
® Weight loss Treatm

And much more! Find out here:

Visit: www.manoraesthetics.co.uk
Email: info@manoraesthetics.co.uk
Tel. 07427 504334

Follow us
on Facebook

: . & Instagram

Gwilym Davies, Director

Tel: 01285 800 041
Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Company No: 13530440
VAT No: 324 478 396

Optimum Mobility

Genuine advice and best value from the local specialist

Motability
* Wheelchairs, manual & powered
* Scooters and portable scooters
* Powered rise/recline armchairs
* Household, bathing & walking aids
* High quality products
* Large display in country showroaom
* Private test area
* Disabled facilities, easy parking
* Part exchange, new & reconditioned

Assessment and tuition at home

The Old Dairy, Pinkney Park, Sherston,

Malmesbury

01666 840060

www.optimummobility.co.uk

Thanks to Busy Fingers for printing this issue
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