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The Old Chancel at Waterhay

Installation of our new Vicar - (page 21)
Service at the Old Chancel - (page 23)
Tough Toddlers - (page 27)
Ashton Keynes Playing Fields AGM - (page 26)
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Dear Friends,
Anger, resentment and jealousy
doesn't change the hearts of
others, it only changes your
own. Without forgiveness, life is
governed by an endless cycle of
bitterness and retaliation. When we retaliate to
other people’s actions it only makes the offence
greater if we can’t find the words to put things
right.

The knock-on effect
“A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.” John 13:34
It’s understood that just a small spark can cause
a great fire. In relationships, things can go wrong
in an instant. A look, a word, the intonation of
the voice and before you know it, there’s a major
row. These incidents can happen at the most
unexpected times and places, often with
disastrous and long term results. The Bible says:
‘The tongue is a small thing, but what enormous
damage it can do.’ James 3:5.
A lady was relating that when as a small girl on
the family farm, she and her mother were
looking at the animals in the farmyard where the
cattle were waiting. All was well until one cow
decided to turn, and in so doing, bumped into
another, that one kicked out and struck a third.
In minutes, the entire herd was in revolt with the
animals fighting each other. Her mother said to
her: ‘See what comes of kicking back when
you’re hit.’

If it would hurt you to hear it, be careful not to
say it. We’re told: ‘A gentle answer deflects
anger, but harsh words make tempers flare.’
Proverbs 15:1.
Remember Jesus' command to love one other, so
before you say that unkind thing, think. We have
no idea how much damage is done by a casual
remark, but an encouraging word might be the
very thing that helps someone else get through
the day. A compliment may make someone feel
better about themselves and then they are able
to encourage others in turn and to spread that
love.

Suzi Tipper, Licensed Lay Minister (in Upper
Thames Group of Churches).

________________________________________

Deadlines and Advertising
Subscription is £10 per year and was due in April 2021. Please
phone Richard Vernon if you wish to contact your distributor.
Editorial Team:

Yvonne Edmonds
Sharon Gater
Tessa Mills

01285 861049
01285 860926
01285 861284

Claire Sims

01285 869479

Advertising:

Brenda Sheppard

01666 860631

Distribution

Richard Vernon

01285 861692

Advertising prices per issue
Half page £24.00
Quarter page £12.00
Eighth page £7.00
All paid advertisements should
be sent to:
minetynewsletter@gmail.com

Deadline is 16th of the month. Please submit your copy (but not
paid adverts) for publication in the August newsletter to
AKLnewsletter@gmail.com by 8pm on 16 July to Claire Sims,
18 Happy Land, Ashton Keynes.
If you wish your item to appear also in the Minety Newsletter
please contact Mrs Brenda Sheppard by phone or email
minetynewsletter@gmail.com
When submitting articles to the newsletters please send in the
original MS Word or PowerPoint format (not a pdf), as we do
have to reformat a lot to squeeze everything in. It would also
help if you used Verdana font, size 10 with no underlining.

Thank you
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Paid Advertisements appear in the
Ashton Keynes & Leigh Newsletter
and the Minety Newsletter

Please check with Brenda
Sheppard for this deadline,
which is normally 12�� of the
month for paid advertisements.
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Editorial
Mr Farr’s Fish and Chips are also worth a try if
you want a night off from cooking.

Well Boris didn’t give us the green light for
‘freedom day’. As a consequence some
village activity has been put back on hold, so
I apologise for the rather thin content this
month. However I am sure once things begin
to ease up, the Newsletter will be bursting
with activity news.

Cakes in the park in aid of new play
equipment are also very good. So plenty of
opportunity to pile on the calories!
We look forward to welcoming the new Vicar,
Debbie Dewes this month and we must
commend Rev Shirley Danby for holding
everything together during the last difficult
couple of years.

With the Newsletter content in mind the
editors are looking at other ideas. Do let us
have your thoughts on anything you really
like to do such as gardening tips, recipes,
poetry, by email on
AKLnewsletter@gmail.com or by having a
word with Claire, Sharon or myself when you
see us around the village.

Finally, the ‘Tough Toddler’ challenge on 11
July looks like great fun (details page 27).
Happy summer to you all (let’s hope we get
good weather).
Yvonne

It is great to see the White Hart open again, I
can thoroughly recommend the Steak Night.
Do go along and support Sean and Richard in
their new venture.

Applying for university and want to boost your
application?
Doing the DoE and want to learn new skills?
Then join our editorial team. And be part of putting this amazing village
resource together.
Contact Sharon, Claire or Yvonne - numbers are on page 3.

The Outreach Post Office
Every Tuesday and Thursday
Ashton Keynes Village Hall
Tuesday morning
9.30 - 12.30
Thursday afternoon
2.30 - 4.30
Telephone 07512 233200, the AK Helpline, if you’d like a lift
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Village Hall
Village Hall booking line 0844 776 0001

It isn't very often that Government timing ‘fits in’, but on this occasion the Step 4 delay
announcement came the day before the submission deadline. We hoped for better news,
especially as we had hoped to welcome Big Brunch Band back last month, but Seniors Table
Tennis, Keep Fit and Baby and Toddler have continued to enjoy their use of the hall under Step
3 restrictions. All being well BBB will be back after the magic date of 19 July, and maybe the
long-awaited WI teas on a Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon.
Other groups plan September re-starts, and we will give details of that when we know what is
definitely happening. Although Samantha Starr has decided to give up teaching Pilates, we
have heard that another Pilates teacher is seriously considering starting classes in the village,
and all being well, we plan to re-start Rural Cinema in October.
Keep watching this space, NextDoor, the AK Families Facebook page and our notice boards for
details of what will be happening and who to contact as things ‘get back to normal’. As
mentioned last month, if there's something you'd like to see happen regularly at the Hall,
please contact Bridget Batchelor on bakvh@akvh.org.uk. All ideas are welcome as long as
they're decent, legal and honest . . . and fit in with any rules that we have to adhere to!
We have not been advised about any changes to the ‘Covid-19 Secure’ regulations after 19
July and so we will to continue with our existing fogging regime, and add to it when the regular
groups start back. We also have to keep the Gents toilet out of general use as an Isolation
Room for Preschool until told otherwise. Please respect this and use the disabled toilet if you
are attending something in the Hall. If ‘the Gents’ is used, it has to be deep cleaned, which
costs us real money, money which could be spent on other things benefiting everyone.
Everyone booking the hall has to work within the Hall’s Covid risk assessment. If you contact
bookings@akvh.org.uk about a booking, we’ll go through it all with you, or, if you’re having
difficulty getting to sleep and want some hefty reading, email risk@akvh.org.uk and we’ll send
you the link to the ebook version.
We have placed NHS COVID-19 App QR-CODE posters around the Hall. If you have the NHS
App please ‘check-in’ when you use the Hall. The app has a number of tools to protect you,
including contact tracing, local area alerts and venue check-in. It uses proven technology from
Apple and Google, designed to protect every user’s privacy. We do not know at this stage
whether this will continue after Step 4.
When considering functions, there remains a need to operate social distancing, ventilation, etc.
until 19 July when the plan is to lift all restrictions.
If you want to know any more about how we are handling things during this pandemic, please
email risk@akvh.org.uk.
We thank you for your patience during these unusual times. Let’s look on the bright side almost all regular users are planning to re-start, many looking for new members. We will give
you details in the August edition so you can start making plans for the autumn.
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Village shop
Well, as I’m writing the newsletter for this month I am basking in the sunshine and I’ve just
popped to the shop and bought myself an ice cream! There’s a good selection of individual
ice creams at great prices, so if you’re out for a walk treat yourself to one. The school
holidays are approaching and the kids will love an ice cream or an ice cold drink!
This month Upton Smokery fish is back in stock ready for summer suppers. You will find
smoked salmon, kippers, mackerel and gravadlax.
It’s real BBQ season now and the shop has bags of briquettes and instant light bags in stock
as well as firelighters. Of course there’s plenty of choice too of what to cook, including
Hiscocks bbq packs and sausages. If you’re planning a big get together with friends or
family then you can order your meat - just come in and have a word with Steve or one of
the team.
New products are appearing all the time, and this month keep your eye out for a new range
of milk shakes and ‘free from’ products including flour and plant based Flora.
If you come to the shop by bike you will be interested in the new bicycle rack at the side of
the shop. Can we politely ask you to use it rather than leaving your bike against the window
or the benches.
Finally our hopes of returning to normal have just been dashed and delayed for another
month. In light of the recent increase in covid cases, we have decided for the time being to
retain the limit of 2 persons in the shop at any one time.

Here comes
summer!!!
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Telephone number 01285 861931

Farr’s Fish and Chip van in the White Hart pub
car park
Great line caught cod in a crispy batter and fresh
cooked chips
Delicious !

Opening hours
Monday - Saturday

7.30am - 7pm

Sunday

9am - 3pm
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Back for 2021

Holy Cross Church Fete
Church Walk, 3pm Sunday 19 September

aterial
m
r
e
h
any ot Fete!
r
o
,
e
l
ic bott the Church KS2)
t
s
a
l
p
r at
ma
e
o
v
r
1 and
i
f
r
S
t
e
a
K
(
o
h
t
b
n
n
a
it dow nd best desig
Make
e
c
a
r
and
ner a
n
i
w
r
o
Prize f

WANTED
GOOD QUALITY bric-a-brac & toys, plants, books,
unwanted gifts, cakes, costume jewellery &
accessories.
If you’re having a clear out please save any unwanted items for the
Church Fete, to be held in September for this year only!
We’re planning on having the usual dog show, bric-a-brac, bottle stall, tombola,
raffle, splat-the-rat, toy and book stall, scarves, accessories, teas and cakes, and
the famous Ashton Keynes boat race!

THANK YOU
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We are a friendly group of parents, grandparents and carers who meet every Friday
morning during school term time between 9.15am and 11.45am in Ashton Keynes Village
Hall.
Being one of the first groups in the village hall to reopen
our doors on the 23 of April, I have been delighted to see
so many familiar and new faces. The children have
missed so much in this last year of lockdown and the
benefits of babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers socialising
at groups like ours are enormous.
Usually, outside of current restrictions we provide snacks
in the form of fresh fruit and crackers for the children and tea, coffee and biscuits for the
adults. We also hold seasonal events which the children thoroughly enjoy. Hopefully,
restrictions will lift soon to allow this to return.
There is a small charge of £3 per family, but your first session is free. Come and try us out
and see what you think.
In other news, the group is looking for new committee members for September! I have
been running this lovely community group for 4 years and have enjoyed coming along
weekly for 6 years. My youngest child is due to start school in September and I need to
sadly hand over the reins. This does not have to be done alone, this can be run jointly,
possibly by a group of friends which will allow flexibility; perhaps grandparents who fancy
popping in and making tea and cutting up snacks for the children?
If this is something that you think you would like to do, contact me, Danny, on
07990818682, alternatively via email at daniellelouisehardy20@gmail.com.

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline
07512 233200
Please note that the number isn’t manned continuously so leave a message
and the Helpline Co-ordinator will get back to you.

Ashton Keynes Link Helpline is your local ‘Good Neighbour’
scheme. We’re here to help anyone in the area who needs assistance that they’re not
able to get from friends, relatives and neighbours.
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AK Pre-School
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Ashton Keynes
Parish Council Vacancy
Following recent elections there is a vacancy remaining on the Council. We are looking to
fill this vacancy by Co-option and would like to invite anyone interested in joining the
council to contact us before 12 July.

Local councils work towards improving community well-being and providing better
services. Their activities fall into three main categories: representing the local
community; delivering services to meet local needs; striving to improve quality of life and
community well-being. If this is something that you are interested in and you can spare a
couple of hours every month, please contact either the Clerk or the Chair. See details
below.
To qualify as a councillor, a person must be a British subject aged over 18 years old and
an elector, must reside in or within 3 miles of the Ashton Keynes Parish Boundary or
occupy as owner or tenant any land or premises therein, or have their principal or only
place of work there and must not be disqualified from holding office as a councillor.

Reporting Via My Wiltshire
The Parish Council would like to highlight Wiltshire Councils ‘My Wiltshire’ App. The
application can be used to report a number of issues from abandoned vehicles to Potholes
and is available for Apple, Android and Microsoft devices.

This is the best way of reporting problems. You can download the app yourself or you can
use it by going to the Parish Council website www.akpc.org.uk where you will be able to
find the app on the home page. You can also report online via
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online-reporting. Once you have submitted your report
you will be given a unique number which you can use to keep track of any progress.

More news at www.akpc.org.uk

Next Parish Council meeting on
Wednesday 14 July 2021 7.15pm in the Village Hall
(main hall).
Please contact Fiona Ryder, 07394 856232, for more details
clerk@akpc.org.uk.
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Parish Council
Planning:
New applications considered, for which there were ‘Objections’
The Derry Fields, The Derry: Change of use of the existing building from agriculture to
equestrian use, construct 2 additional stables, construct a forge/farrier building. Change of
use of part of the land to the stationing of a log cabin for temporary use.
Objection: We have reviewed the amended information, but AKPC still feel this application
is for a new dwelling, albeit described as temporary. The location is outside the Settlement
Boundary of the village and therefore contrary to the guidance on new residential
development as described in our published Neighbourhood Plan. If Wiltshire is so minded
to grant permission, then it is felt the restriction to 3 years maximum temporary use only
is enforced.
Wheatley’s Farm, High Road: Re-consultation on planning application for sand and gravel
extraction.
New application considered, for which there was ‘Support’
None Received
New applications considered, for which there were ‘No Objections’
2 Sadlers Field: 30% Crown reduction to field maple.
7 The Mead: Fell Holly and Ash.
3 Park Place: Cypress reduce height by 30%.
New applications considered, for which there were ‘ No Comment’
3 Cove House Gardens: Erection of single storey residential dwelling.
Applications determined by Wiltshire Council, ‘No objections’
None Received
Applications determined by Wiltshire Council, ‘Approved with Conditions’
Land to rear of Alinbert, 5 Ashfield: Proposed change of use of land to residential garden.
Applications determined by Wiltshire Council ‘Approved’
None Received
Applications determined by Wiltshire Council, ‘Refused’
None Received
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Cotswold District Council has
pledged £5,000 to The Perch Pod

Cotswold District Council has pledged
£5,000 towards Cotswold Lakes Trust
Perch Pod, a bright and colourful trailer
which will serve as a mobile education
and information centre touring local
primary schools, as well as engaging
with local people and visitors to the
Cotswold Water Park. The funding from
the Cotswold Community Fund will help
Cotswold Lakes Trust to raise £15,000
through Crowdfund Cotswold.
The fun yet functional Perch Pod will be used
for educational trips to local primary schools
to educate children on their local area,
providing them with the opportunity to learn
more about the wildlife in the Cotswold Water
Park, understand how the lakes were formed
from the gravel pits and to see ice age
remains and fossils.
Paul Hazel, Executive Chairman of Cotswold
Lakes Trust commented: “We are delighted to
have received this support from Cotswold
District Council. The project will encourage
children from as wide a background as
possible to learn about nature, the fantastic
landscape of the Cotswold Water Park and to
encourage them to visit the area.”
The Perch Pod will also tour around many of
the key access points within the 180 lake
Cotswold Water Park, serving as an
information point for use at weekends and
school holidays. The pod will be manned by
Cotswold Lakes Trust knowledgeable
volunteers. welcoming visitors and local
residents and providing them with information
on walks, wildlife, local history and things to
do in the Cotswold Water Park. Pledges can
be made to The Perch Pod on
www.spacehive/perch-pod before 10 August.

The Cotswold Water Park is an area of 42 square
miles of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire wetland
landscape which has been subjected to 60 years of
intensive gravel extraction, creating a network of
over 180 lakes. These now offer an incredible
diversity of habitats for birds, mammals, fish and
insects, plus extensive leisure opportunities for its
20,000 residents and one million annual visitors.
Cotswold Lakes Trust is a fully registered charity,
number 1120518, dedicated to the conservation and
enhancement of the Cotswold Water Park for the
benefit of wildlife and people. It aims to be the focal
point for the protection and improvement of the rich
natural environment and for any discussion
concerning the future development of leisure and
recreation facilities and public access in the Cotswold
Water Park. It manages hundreds of acres of land,
from Neigh Bridge Country Park near Somerford
Keynes to Riverside Park in Lechlade and wherever
possible encourages the public to responsibly access
the sites for recreational purposes. It manages these
sites sensitively, ensuring that their importance for
wildlife is conserved and wherever possible enhanced.
It aims to engage with visitors, the local community,
schools and universities to promote a greater
understanding and appreciation of the heritage,
wildlife and landscape of the Cotswold Water Park –
migratory bird-life, rich fossil finds in the sedimentary
sand and gravel, precious wildflower meadows, the
Water Park’s bio-diversity as well as the health and
well-being to be found outdoors. Cotswold Lakes
Trust has no central or local government funding. It
works with donors, charitable funds, individuals,
companies and its membership to ensure that the
Cotswold Water Park is used and cared for in ways
which will maintain it for future generations.

www.cotswoldlakestrust.org

Further information
For further information please contact Davina Stirland,
Cotswold Lakes Trust on
Davina.Stirland@cotswoldlakestrust.org
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Ashton Keynes
We have had another fabulous and very busy time here in school - although challenges of
COVID have been hard for all, it has given the children a renewed vigour and desire to all be
back in school which is just brilliant. The school is buzzing and so much fabulous learning has
been taking place across all classes, of which we would like to share a few highlights with you.
We are thoroughly enjoying the new build and learning hub, and are busy finishing it all off and
designing art installations from every class and special subject displays for the corridors, which
we will have in place for the Shine party on Saturday 25 September for you to see. We are also
working on the outdoor space and look forward to sharing our overhauled pond and
conservation area, spiritual garden and outdoor play and sports areas. Our children are
currently working hard on a local History project about the School as we celebrate its 150th
Birthday; we will share our learning for this on the guided tours of the hub and new build on the
day of the Shine party.
BBC Radio Wiltshire
We have been given the one off incredible offer to take part in a massive music project created
by the Wiltshire Music Hub to learn and perform a special song written to unite children across
Wiltshire through song. We were contacted and asked if we would host the BBC so that they
can interview us and report live on the event from our school with our children and staff - isn’t
this brilliant! Of course we said yes! The children have learnt the song on Zoom and then
practiced in their classes. We have even taught the harmonies and introduced signing for the
chorus. The children are doing a special spoken part over the instrumental part as we wanted to
personalise the song for us. We love to sing at AK, and we do this all of the time as it is so good
for lifting our mood and starting our day, for being a team and for well-being. With our strong
culture of music at AK it did not take the children long to learn the song and it gives us
goosebumps to hear it! The Big Sing was the 21st June. Thousands of children from across
Wiltshire joined outside to sing from their schools at the same time, the song ‘Together’ and our
school will be broadcast live on BBC radio Wiltshire. By the time you read this we will have
performed and I am sure recorded the song for you to hear on our website. I hope you enjoy it
as much as we will.
Bee competition
Classes 4 & 5 have started an exciting challenge in Forest school - all about bees and protecting
them! Children have been encouraged to enter the BBC Radio 2 Big Bee Challenge as many
classes have done lots of work on conservation of bees. The children know so much about bees
already, Mr Jackson and Mrs Willis have been blown away by all the facts they could recall
within the lessons this week, so you never know, one of the children at Team AK could be the
winner. Go on reach! See what you can achieve! Here is the link:
BBC Radio 2 - Radio 2's Big Bee Challenge - How to Enter
We have sports week coming up soon, where we have planned an amazing week with a diverse
range of sports for all children to try out and experience which we are all looking forward to,
including a visit from a skipping specialist and delivery of an inflatable climbing wall for the
week! Our Year 4 children have their overnight forest school camp at school and Years 5 and 6
will be going on residential to the Forest of Dean for an outdoor camp and adventurous activity
week.
Thank you for your support of our school, we hope you feel proud of your local village
school and that you can join us at the ‘Shine party’ on 25 September where we have
amazing things planned to bring the community together to celebrate 150 years of
the school and our new build!
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Primary School
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Church matters
In-person church services

From the registers of the Upper Thames Group of
Churches, May 2021
Name

Date & Church

Weddings
Julia Gleed and Harry Hill

8 May

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

Sarah Day and Jonathan Hill

29 May

St Sampson’s, Cricklade

23 May

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

Baptisms
Emilia Faith Turnbull-Scott
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Welcome to Revd Canon Debbie
Dewes who is to be the next
vicar serving the Upper Thames
Parishes of Cricklade, Ashton
Keynes, Latton and Leigh.

Debbie will come to us having been vicar in Brislington,
Bristol for several years. She was amongst the first women made priest in 1994 and has experiences of a large
evangelical church in the Midlands, Bath Abbey (where she was Precentor) and has been
part of the Bristol team who teach and encourage curates.
Debbie said “This is such an exciting move to a benefice full of amazing ministry and love
for God. I am really looking forward to joining the team & seeing where God will lead us all
next”.
We will welcome Debbie on Monday 19 July at 7.30pm in St Sampson’s Cricklade.
The first services she leads will be our outdoor services at Waterhay Old Chancel at 10 am
and 6pm on 25 July.

Contact details for Upper Thames Group

Revd Dr Shirley Danby, Associate Minister
Tel: 01793 751463 Mobile: 07980 548844
Email: shirleydanby21@gmail.com
Parish administration (Jane Templeton), Tel: 01793 979304 Tuesday and Thursday
mornings. Email: upperthamesgroup@gmail.com
For weddings and baptism enquiries, information and online booking on our website
https://www.upperthamkes.org.uk/bookings or contact Revd Shirley
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WATERHAY SERVICES

The last Sunday in July is our regular date for the open air services at The Old Chancel in
Leigh.
This year it will be 25 July, and very excitingly this will be the first Sunday for our new
priest in charge Reverend Debbie Dewes. The morning communion service will be at 10am
and the evening service at 6pm. The services will be all ages and everyone is very
welcome. Being outdoors it is easier to fit people in and we will be able to join in the
singing.
We need to prepare the churchyard and so Mandy Thomas will be arranging some dates
for a pre service ‘Strimming Party’ when the weather is more certain closer to that
weekend. If you would like to be involved in this please contact her on
mandy@waterhay.co.uk and she will be glad to let you know when this will be happening.
It is always a case of the more the merrier with this.
Providing the weather is kind to us we will be at The Old Chancel, so please bring your
own chair or blanket to sit on. If the weather is wet then we will reassemble in St
Sampson's Church in Cricklade as All Saints Church will be too small to be socially distant.
We will provide hand sanitiser for you.
I'm sure that a lot of people will want to come and listen to, and meet our new priest and
we look forward to welcoming you all to the beautiful setting that is The Old Chancel.
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Save Leigh Church 200 Club
Many thanks to all who have re-joined this year, but we are a little down again on our
members. If anyone hasn’t re-joined or would like more tickets or you’re new to the villages
please use the form below. Any questions please call me directly on 07962018547 or email
me at leighchurch200club@gmail.com.
Last year the draw raised £900! The church is still waiting for the decision on the faculty
application for the loo and pew removals. Also, the major roof repairs due 2020 have been
delayed by COVID.
So I expect lots of positive spending this year!
Thanks Cathy Skelton

April Draw Results
1st

Nick and Ginny Williams - Leigh

2nd

Eric Gash - Leigh

Please enclose your cheque and return it to:
Cathy Skelton, Braydon Farm Cottage, Leigh, Wiltshire, SN6 6RQ. Or phone 0796201847 and
Cathy can collect it.
Alternatively, you may wish to transfer the money or set up a standing order to:
The Parochial Church Council of Leigh, Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-13-35, Account Number
00901564.
Please put your name and 200club as the reference. And post this form to the above address or
email to leighchurch200club@gmail.com
For more information go to: http:/leigh-village.co.uk or contact Cathy Skelton
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ASHTON KEYNES
PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE
AGM
Bradstone Pavilion

Monday 19 July 2021
@ 7pm
All are invited to attend (wow: a social date for the diary!)
Come and share a glass of wine/beer and let Martin Young
know what a great job he does maintaining the High Rd,
Bradstone and The Lotts (supported by a small committee)

Hello
It is a long time since I wrote anything for the magazines as
the last year has been such a strange time. As I write this,
the sun is shining (and on a Bank Holiday too), it’s finally
stopped raining and we are looking forward, with hope, to the
return of some form of normality.
For everyone, the last year has been difficult and we have
lived through times which we could never have guessed at.
There has been much sorrow but bright lights of hope too. Our communities worked together
to help each other out with shopping, medicine collections and general help as and when. For
many, new friendships have been formed and we are richer for this.
Hopefully, by the time you read this, many of our social groups will be reopening and I look
forward to visiting and saying hello to you all again to hear your news.
The events of this pandemic will be around us for a long time yet, and if you find that you are
struggling to cope, whether it be with a practical issue or feeling ‘low’ or anxious, give me a call
so that we can see what can be done. I don’t have all the answers, but I have some and can
try to find out more. Also, I am always happy to listen.
Give me a call on 07557 922020 and leave a message. I will get back to you as soon as
possible.
Ellen Blacker
Health and Wellbeing Champion
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Tough
Toddlers
Come and navigate the tough toddler course at
Ashton Keynes Playing Field. This is an extremely
fun challenge whatever the weather!

This is a Sponsored event
or £5.00 entry

Please contact us at fundraisingakpreschool@gmail.com for
Sponsor forms

Sunday 11th July 2021 at 10:00am
Ashton Keynes Playing Field, High Road
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Health matters
Ashton Keynes Branch
Surgery
01793 750645

www.crickladesurgery.nhs.uk

We are open on Wednesdays from 10.30am
to 1pm at the Village Hall.
You can collect your medication anytime
between 10.30am and 1pm any Wednesday
and also request medication and make
appointments. When ordering repeat
medication, it will be ready to collect from
Ashton Keynes the following Wednesday if it
is due to be issued. More urgent requests can
be processed and collected from Cricklade
Surgery.
We would like to thank you all for your
continued support during the pandemic.
As it stands we are continuing to offer
telephone triage appointments and asking
you to come alone and wear a mask if you
have an appointment or picking up a
prescription.
Other items
Cancellation of appointments
Over the last few months, there has been a
considerable increase in cancelled
appointments at short notice.
Please make every effort to attend all
appointments as we are unable to offer those
to other patients.
If you do need to cancel an appointment
please give 24 hours’ notice.

Online registration and text reminders
Did you know you can manage your
prescriptions and book appointments online?
Please bring some photo identification and
complete a form at Reception.
You can also register your mobile number
with the surgery and we can send you
appointment reminders.
NHS services
On our website homepage, you can find NHS
Services near you!
You can find contact details of a wide range of
NHS services by just typing in your postcode
and select what services you need.
Carers
Do you look after someone who is ill, frail,
disabled or mentally ill? If so, you are a
carer.
We are interested in identifying carers,
especially those people who may be caring
without help or support.
We believe carers should receive appropriate
support by way of flexible appointments and
access to accurate information on a range of
topics such as entitlement to benefits and
respite care and not least, a listening ear
when things get too much.
Please visit Reception to fill out a form.

Patient Participation Group
Here at Cricklade Surgery we have a virtual
Patient Participation Group. You will simply
receive our newsletter and a questionnaire
every quarter so we can receive honest
feedback.
Please speak to the Reception Team to join
our group.

FOR CARERS ONLY: Please find below links to
the CSW website Future Planning.
https://carersupportwiltshire.co.uk/resourcecentre/managing-someones-affairs-2/
https://carersupportwiltshire.co.uk/resourcecentre/when-the-person-you-care-for-movesinto-a-care-home/
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Purton and Green Gable
Surgery
Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities

any patients wishing to opt out needed to do so
by 23 June, this deadline has now been
extended to 1 September. The PPG emphasises
that every patient has the right to opt out of
this planned data sharing process and it is
suggested that patients look up the information
on this and make a decision for themselves.
Patients deciding to OPT OUT need to complete
a ‘Type-1 opt out form’ - type_1_opt-out_letter
and send it to the surgery (check
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics57400902 ). A separate form is needed for
each child or dependent. If you are willing to
have your data shared under this scheme then
you need to do nothing.

Purchases
Thanks to all your donations we have now
purchased the 24-hr ECG machine. We are now
looking to buy a higher chair with arms for
patients in each consulting room in both Purton
and Green Gable Surgeries. We’ll need a total of
13 chairs which will help so many patients.
Surgery entrance system
The surgery staff are aware that not all patients
are happy with the current system, however for
safety’s sake we need to still be careful so this is
likely to continue for the moment.
200+ Club – a message from our Chair
So far the response for the 200 + club has
been good, but we still need more people to
join as the more people we have the more
prizes you can have, so if you haven’t already
signed up, application forms are available at
both Purton & Green Gable surgeries. Please
don’t forget that although the £15 doesn’t have
to be handed it until 31 August you can send it
now should you wish. I would also like to say a
huge thank you to all the people who have
signed up in Purton Stoke. Well done and thank
you so very much for all your support.
Marietta Crockford, PPG Chair

Donations for the PPG
Thank you very much to those who have
donated to our PPG funds - if you would like to
make a donation please make cheques payable
to 'Purton Patient Participation Group', with the
cheque being taken into the surgery. Please
label your envelope 'For the attention of Kai
Howard'
As always, your support for our work to
both inform and support patients is much
appreciated. If you know of anyone who
would like to be included in our email list
(all sent bcc) then please ask them to
contact via groupforpatients@gmail.com

More dates
Saturday 17 July – PPG Table at Purton Stoke
Scarecrow fair
Saturday 14 August, 10am-2pm – Sale in
Purton Surgery Car Park

Sheila Fowler
PPG Secretary

NHS Digital data sharing
Doubtless you have heard about the
Government’s plans to share private medical
records with NHS Digital. This issue is proving
to be controversial and there is likely to be
considerable public debate up to the deadline of
1 September - whilst under the original plan
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Raising money for new play
equipment for the park
Thank you so much to everyone who has been supporting our park cafe at the high road by
purchasing ice creams and making yummy cakes for us to sell. It has been buzzing with children
and parents most afternoons.
We would love to see other people from the village too, so please pop down and see us.
We are open 3.30-4.30, Monday-Friday. We are selling tea/coffee, cold drinks, ice creams/lollies,
cakes, crisps, sweets, chocolate, cereal bars apples and more.
Every thing is 50/£1. Seating outside available.
See you soon.
Why not come to the Playing Field AGM on 19 July (page 26 for details) to have your say about
the play equipment!

We are hoping to raise £40,000 for new play equipment for the park. We
will soon start some fundraising events. We have started with our cafe in
the park fundraiser which has already made us £500, however we have a
long way to go. If you would like to lead a fundraising event or have any
fundraising ideas you would like to share please do get in touch. In the
meantime pop down to the high road park (Mon-Fri, 3.30-4.30) for a
treat and buy a raffle ticket for our raffle
which will be drawn mid July. Look forward to
seeing or hearing from you
Jo Green jcgsam@gmail.com
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Club News
Cricklade Theatre Group
Singin' in the Rain, Bristol Hippodrome,
Wednesday 18 May 2022
More information later.

Unfortunately there is still nothing positive from
us as the lifting of restrictions we hoped for on
21 June did not happen. We are now waiting for
the next announcement so hopefully we will be
able to go 'live' again from 19 July.
All
restrictions will need to be lifted before we start
up again as we are sure that not many people
would relish wearing a mask all day and being
socially distanced on the coach and in the
theatre.

Strictly Ballroom, Bristol Hippodrome,
Wednesday 14 June 2023 at 2.30pm
No, this isn't a typing error. It really is 2023!
Our Man in Havana, Watermill Theatre,
Newbury

If anyone is interested in joining us please
contact one of us to ask for a form. The fee to
join is £5 per person and although we reserve
the right to levy an annual membership fee this
has not been necessary for many years now. In
normal times we send out monthly newsletters
to members offering one or two events a month
to book. We always use Ellisons coaches and
start out from Ashton Keynes with pick-up
points in South Cerney and Cricklade.

We are waiting to hear the revised date.
Although this was fully booked we will have a few
spare tickets as several of our members have
moved away from the area during the pandemic
and are no longer able to go.

Margaret Cooper and Jenny Perry
Emails:
margaretrcooper@gmail.com
jennyperry282@gmail.com

The following events are not a typical selection
as they are mostly bigger productions that need
to be booked a long time ahead. There will be
other shows at different theatres as time goes
on.

(Please note there is a letter 'r' between
'margaret' and 'cooper'. And please use Jenny’s
gmail address rather than the old supanet.com
FORTHCOMING EVENTS (as they stand at the one.)
present time!)
Telephone:
Margaret 01285 861673
Jenny
01285 861388
Groan Ups, Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham,
Thursday 7 October 2021 at 2.00pm
We are hoping that we will be able to go ahead
with this. More information later.
The Jungle Book, Watermill Theatre,
Newbury, Friday 26 November 2021
More information later.
Matthew
Bourne's
Nutcracker,
Bristol
Hippodrome, Thursday 3 February 2022
More information later.
Andrew Lloyd Webber's School of Rock,
Bristol Hippodrome, Thursday 12 May 2022
at 2.30pm
More information later.
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Despite all best plans made I am sure everyone
is aware coffee mornings alongside the post
office were not able to go ahead in June, but we
will keep trying - so keep an eye on what Boris
says and also the posters around the village, we
will aim for 20 July.
At the time of writing we believe a garden party
planned for the 14 July for members should be
possible, weather dependant and adhering to
restrictions in place at the time, we will not have
a speaker but just take the opportunity to meet up once again and plan ahead.
Carol Drew
01285862650

pulled out; it’s not feasible to rearrange this,
since running such a large and costly event
would be risky in the current climate. Further
details of our revised autumn programme will
be published later.

North Wiltshire Villages
Flower Club
The Flower Club look forward to resuming
regular activities soon, but until all social
distancing restrictions are eased, some
barriers to doing so remain. We still hope
that by the end of summer we will be able to
meet face to face indoors once again as
normal, and at that point we can resume our
planned programme of events for the
remainder of 2021.

In early June we again collaborated with
Nailsworth and District Floral Art Society on a
demonstration via Zoom, presented by Marie
Munday from the neighbouring Three
Counties Area. The Committee also met
outdoors for a good discussion on various
scenarios of how to take things forward whilst
awaiting details of full easing, and of club
events planned for later this year and during
our Golden Jubilee year in 2022.

In the meantime there are some definite
dates for the diary. A garden visit has been
planned for Wednesday 18 August (mid
afternoon to early evening) with refreshments
available. Further details will be provided to
members shortly, but save the date and we
look forward to getting together and
socialising at long last.

Our programme is always very varied and
includes a good mix of workshops,
demonstrations, social events and visits, all
incorporating flowers in some shape or form.
Meetings would normally take place at
Crudwell Village Hall on the third Wednesday
evening of the month, with visitors and
potential new members welcome.

Our AGM will take place on Wednesday 15
September at 7.30pm, followed by a Talk. We
hope as many members as possible will
attend. If restrictions allow, this will be held
at Crudwell Village Hall, but failing that it will
again be via Zoom.

If you’d like to get in touch we can be
contacted by email –
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com and more
information can also be found on our
Facebook page.

Sadly our major annual event due to be held
at the Sundial Theatre Cirencester in
November has been cancelled as our speaker
33
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Club news
C:\Us...\AKCC logo.jpg

Ashton Keynes
Cricket Club

At the time of going to press, Ashton lie second in the CDCA
Division 1 table, having won four, lost two and had one game
succumb to the elements. June has seen more seasonable
weather after a very wet May where dry days were severely
outweighed by wet ones. Thanks to our covers (generously
funded from our Vice Presidents’ contributions) AKCC managed to complete two games
during May where no other games were played in the league. On the second of those
weekends we were the only game played in Gloucestershire cricket (might want to
check the post code – Ed), and have received commendations from the league for successfully hosting games despite the challenging conditions.
The Club looks forward to hosting the Vice Presidents on 31 July at our (usually) annual
VPs teas – known to some as the most expensive cup of tea in the village. Ashton will
be hosting Bibury and will be trying to do the double over them after winning at their
scenic pitch. Will Scott topped the scoreboard with 33, Will Shelley and Tom Waller
sharing 4 wickets each. That was Ashton’s third win on the bounce and led them to the
top of the league table as the calendar ticked over to June.
The run of victories came to an end at our home ground, Fortress Bradstone, versus
Longborough and Sezincote where an opening total of 85 was always going to be tough
to defend. The visitors eventually knocked off the runs for the loss of 5 wickets having
been made to work hard for their victory by some tight bowling and stellar fielding.
AKCC returned to winning ways quickly though, with a nail biting victory at Oakridge
the following week with Captain Mike Abbley hitting the winning runs in the final over!
The home side made 188 from their 40 overs (J Cahill 3/30) but that wasn’t enough as
AKCC batting line up all contributed to chasing their total (Will Shelley’s 63 topping the
charts). For a more detailed report on the exciting match please visit our Pitchero
website for weekly updates (www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub).
Stumped

The Mobile Library is operational
again: 2pm to 3.45pm
Dates as follows:-

Friday 9 July
Friday 23 July
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Club news
1st Ashton Keynes Scout Group News

With great enthusiasm, 1st Ashton Keynes Scouts has returned to face-to-face meetings. We
have been meeting outside in the wonderful grounds of Ashton Keynes Primary School, which
has been the perfect remedy for any lingering lock-down blues. Whilst we are still operating
under measures to minimise the spread of Coronavirus, being outside means we can
maximise the activities we are able to carry on safely, even if we occasionally get rained on.
We hear the permission for us to go camping may be on the horizon and it is an exciting
prospect to be able to apply the outdoor skills we have been learning to real adventure.
The Scout Troop meets on Fridays at 6.45pm.

We are sorry to say that the Cubs could not begin to meet outdoors at the School due to our
leader having an accident. However, we now plan to start on Thursday 24 June 2021 from 6
to 7.15 pm.
Our successful Scout Group is run by a small but dedicated team of volunteers, to keep
growing, and to keep giving the young people of Ashton Keynes and the surrounding villages
the opportunity of scouting from the age of 6yrs, we really need to have a larger team of
volunteers for all sections. It need not be every week and can be done on a rota basis,
please put your name in to any of the leaders.
We have several volunteers to join the Executive Committee, but need several more
especially to take on Chair and Treasurer. Volunteers need not be a parent, but someone
who has the well being of young people at heart; age is no barrier - we can provide all the
training needed.
We hope to be able not only to provide support for our Scouts and Cubs but also hopefully
restart the Beavers Sections (currently in hiatus due lack of adult volunteers).
If you can help, please contact me as I walk around the Village or at the addresses shown
below. I will ask you how you would like to contribute to our Group,
David Tarr GSL 1st Ashton Keynes Scout Group.
david.tarr@davidwtarr.plus.com
01285 861425

.
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Local numbers
Here are some of the local groups, organisations and clubs available to us.
Please also see the village website www.ashtonkeynes.org.uk where you will find further information.
Please let us know if you would like your group to be listed or you find an error.

Village Emergency Telephone System 01793 250211
For use when you need the defibrillator after ringing for an ambulance
AK Link Helpline 07512 233200
AK Website Steering Group via village website
Alpha Courses Pete Tuck 01285 861466
Anglers Ryan Peare
secretary@ashtonkeynesanglingclub.co.uk
Ashton Keynes All Stars Golf Geoff Chick
geoffchick00@aol.com
Ashton Keynes Charities Richard Smith 861461
Ashton Keynes Cricket Club
www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonkeynescricketclub
Ashton Keynes Musical Festival Phil Moran
01285 861745
Ashton Keynes C of E Primary School
01285 861436
Ashton Keynes Village Choir Esther Thackeray
www.akvillagechoir.co.uk,
ashtonkeyneschoir@gmail.com
Ashton Keynes Seniors Table Tennis Club
Gillie Roberts 01285 861289 gillierob@hotmail.com
Baby and Toddler Group Danny Hardy
07990 818682 or 01666 860192
crazzydannyhardy@googlemail.com
Badminton Club Karen Carter
01285 862371 abc@live.co.uk
Big Brunch Band enquiries@bigbrunchband.co.uk
Big Questions for Seniors Revd Shirley Danby
01793 751463
Bradstone Pavilion Bookings Peter Battrick
861493 Pbattrick@talk21.com
or Paula Thomas 861495
Paula.thomas21@btinternet.com
Bridge Gordon Cobley 01285 861444
Cafe Theos graham.stockill@gmail.com
Create Kathryn Gray 01285 869341,
kathryngray28@yahoo.co.uk
Creative Writing Group Meg Davis-Berry
01285 861343 megdavb@icloud.com.
Cricket Mark Brooks (sec) 01285 862401.
Cricklade Theatre Group
jennyperry282@gmail.com and
margaretrcooper@gmail.com
Dig Deeper Revd Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Football Junior Phil Moran 07880 715715
Friends of Holy Cross Alison Beadle 01285 861411
Golden Years
Mary Balmforth 01285 860194
Holy Cross Church 01793 979304,
Shirley Danby (Revd) 01793 751463

Vicar PA vicar.pa@upperthamesgroup.com

Holy Cross Choir Shirley Massey 01285 861382
Holy Cross Flowers Shirley Massey 01285 861382
Jiu Jitsu Club (Cirencester) James Slaughter,
Keep Fit Tim Bird 07794 614962, 01285 656986
timbird@falconhealthandfitness.co.uk
Messy Church Shirley Danby 01793 751463
Millennium Green Trustees Doug Yarrow 01285
861427 dougyarrow@msn.com
Minety Squash Club Tim 01666 860368
tim@lagondahire.co.uk
Mothers Union Margaret Godfrey 01666 860536
Neighbourhood Watch paul.eastham@totalise.co.uk
Orchestra see www.cirencesterphil.co.uk
ParishCouncil (AK)Fiona Ryder 07394 856232.,
clerk@akpc.org.uk, www.akpc.org.uk.
Parish Council (Leigh) Mandy Thomas
01285 860488
Parochial Church Council Yvonne Edmonds (Sec)
01285 861049
Pre-school 01285 869433,
www.ashtonkeynespreschool.co.uk,
ashtonkeynespreschool@yahoo.co.uk
Reading Group cathy.conlon@talktalk.net
Short Mat Bowls Linda Cook 01285 861603,
lindamarycook@btinternet.com,
Siren Sisters Val Skehan 01285 860069,
www.sirensisters.org.uk
Tai Chi (Down Ampney) Tim Price
01793 752852,tim@cotswoldwu.co.uk,
www.cotswoldwu.co.uk
Tennis Annie Dyson ashtonkeynestennis@gmail.com
The Magnificent AK47 Neil Burston,
themagnificentak47@gmail.com
Thursday Club Deirdre Kemble 01285 860619
Twinning Association
ashtonkeynestwinning@gmail.com
Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
01793 250211
Walking Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com
Whitefriars Sailing Club Patrick Green, 01285
861670, info@whitefriars.org
Wiltshire Good Neighbours Ellen Blacker
07557 22020gncarea20@communityfirst.org.uk
Women’s Book Group Liz Chick 01285 861317
lizzie_chick@yahoo.com
Women’s Institute Carol Drew 01285 862650
c.drew25@btinternet.com
Writers www.newbreweryarts.org.uk
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